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Who Should Apply for an Export License? 


Most exporters are aware that the 
applicant named on an application for 
an export licerise should be that person 
who, as the principal party in interest 
in the transaction of the exportation, 
has the power and responsibility to 
determine and control the sending of 
the goods out of the country. 


If the person who exercises such con- 
trol and responsibility over the exporta- 
tion is not subject to U. S. jurisdiction, 
the regulation requires that this for- 
eign principal designate and authorize 
an agent in the United States to make 
application on his behalf. 


Accordingly, it is necessary for the 
exporter to determine in each case 
where this responsibility and control 
rests. If, by arrangement with his for- 
eign customer, he undertakes to apply 
for an export license, this responsibility 
and control must rest with him. 

Consequently, all the details for mak- 
ing the exportation must be under his 
direction and control, and if performed 
on his behalf by an agent, he must 
designate such a person as his agent 
by power of attorney either on the 
shipper’s export declaration or by gen- 
eral power on file with the Collector 
of Customs at the port of exit. 

In any event, when the exportation 
is made under a license issued to him, 
he has full responsibility for the proper 


use of that license and for the acts per- 
formed under that license by the party 
or parties he has designated as his 
agent. 

If a foreign customer requires an ex- 
porter to use a specific forwarding 
agent, and that agent takes his orders 
and shipping instructions from the for- 
eign customer, it will be necessary for 
the exporter to make arrangements 
with his customer which will leave the 
responsibility for securing the export 
license and making the exportation in 
the hands of the forwarding agent. 

Another solution to this problem 
might be reached if the American ex- 
porter establishes a working relation- 
ship with several freight forwarders, 
and transmits a list of the names of 
these firms to his foreign customer with 
a request that he indicate his preference 
for one of the freight forwarders on 
the list. In this manner, they may be 
able to decide on a freight forwarder 
acceptable to both parties. 

In such a situation, of course, the 
U. S. exporter could then apply for the 
export license. The freight forwarder 
in this instance would be acting as the 
exporter’s agent in making the actual 
exportation. By this means, the inter- 
ests of all parties may be protected, dnd 
the requirements of OIT met. 





Britain Urged To Reduce 
Automotive and Gas Taxes 


The Parliamentary and Legal Council 
of the Motor Industry in Britain has 
requested that the purchase tax be 
abolished for commercial vehicle chassis 
and reduced, with a view to abolition, 
for cars and motorcycles. Reduction of 
the fuel tax also was requested. 

In a statement to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, the organization points 
out that im 1951, when the purchase 
tax on cars was increased from 331/3 
percent to 662/3 percent, the Govern- 
ment declared it was not the intention 
to maintain this tax at a level of 66 2/3 
percent at any time when demands for 
defense, exports, and the home market 


together might fall seriously below the 
industry’s capacity. The statement 
maintains that such time has now been 
reached, and the only question therefore 
is when the purchase tax can be re- 
duced. 

The statement emphasizes that every 
rise in the fuel tax has caused an 
increase in the cost of living for every- 
one, in fares and commodity prices, 
has inflated industrial costs, and—of 
especial concern to the British car ex- 
port trade—is driving manufacturers 
back to making the small economical 
models in addition to the popular larger 
export types. 

It would be disastrous, the statement 
holds, if the export market for the 
higher powered cars were to be lost 
for lack of home sales. According to 
the statement, the heavy fuel tax is 
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driving the British back to becoming a 
“small car” nation again, and thereby 
nullifying the objective of the flat rate 
tax introduced in 1947, 





Radio receiver sets in use in Ireland 
are estimated to total 391,000 and 


listeners at approximately 4 per home 
set. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Hearings Set on Dairy President's Message to Congress on 
Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act. 


In my State of the Union Message I recommended that “the Con- 
gress take the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act under immediate study 
and extend it by appropriate legislation.” 


I now recommend that the present Act be renewed for the period 


And Related Products 


By direction of the President dated 
April 8, the Tariff Commission has in- 
stituted an investigation and announced 
public hearings on the import situation 
of the dairy and related products now 
restricted under Section-104 of the 
Defense Production Act, as amended, 
‘which expires June 30, 1953. 


The purpose is to determine whether 
action is necessary under Section 22 of 
the Agricultural Adjustment Act, as 
amended, in order to prevent material 
interference with price support or other 
programs undertaken by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture with regard to 
those commodities. 

Separate hearings will be held on two 
groupings of the commodities con- 
cerned: 

Group I—beginning May 4, 1953, 
dairy products (butter, butter oil, dried 
skim milk, dried whole milk, ‘dried 
buttermilk, dried cream and high fat 
malted milk compounds, Italian cow’s 
milk cheese, cheddar cheese, Edam and 
Gouda cheese, blue-mold cheese, varie- 


ties processed_from cheddar and blue- 
mold). 


Group Il—beginning May 7, 1953, 
peanuts and peanut oil, flaxseed and 
linseed oil, tung nuts and tung oil. 

The hearings are to be held in the 
Tariff Commission Building at Seventh 
and E Streets, NW., Washington, D. C., 
and interested parties desiring to be 
heard should give advance notice to the 
Secretary of the Commission, specifying 
the product or products concerning 
which testimony is to be given. 


Prompt Action Planned 


The President’s letter directed the 
Tariff Commission to give precedence 
to this investigation with a view to 
recommending to him “such“action as 
may be appropriate under Section 22, 
having in mind the desirability of com- 
pleting its findings and recommenda- 
tions by June 1, 1953.” 


Section 22 of the Agricultural Adjust- 
ment Act, as amended, authorizes the 
President if he finds that the situation 
warrants, on the basis of the Tariff 
Commission investigation report, to im- 
pose upon the importation of the perti- 
nent products such fees or quantitative 
limitations as he finds necessary to pre- 
vent such interference with price sup- 
port or other programs undertaken by 
the Department of Agriculture. Under 
the law, such import fees may not ex- 
ceed 50 percent ad valorem, nor may 
any quotas imposed reduce the quantity 
imported by more than half, 
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of one year. 

I propose this action as an interim 
measure. As such, it will allow for the 
temporary continuation of our present 
trade program pending completion of 
a thorough and comprehensive reexami- 
nation of the economic foreign policy of 
the United States. 

I believe that such a reexamination is 
imperative in order to develop more ef- 
fective solutions to the international 
economic problems today confronting 





This is the complete text of the mes- 
sage of the President of the United 
States as read before the Congress on 
Tuesday, April 7. 





the United States and its partners in 
the community of free nations. It is my 
intention that the Executive Branch 
shall consult with the Congress in de- 
veloping recommendations based upon 
the studies that will be made. 

Our trade policy is only one part, al- 
though a vital part, of a larger prob- 
lem. This problem embraces the need 
to develop, through cooperative action 
among the free nations, a strong and 
self-supporting economic system capa- 
ble of providing both the military 
strength to deter aggression and the 
rising productivity that can improve 
living standards. 

No feature of American policy is 
more important in this respect than 
the course which we set in our economic 
relations with other nations. The long- 
term economic stability of the whole 
free world and the overriding question 
of world peace will be heavily influenced 
by the wisdom of our decisions. As for 
the United States itself, its security is 
fully as dependent upon the economic 
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health and stability of the other free 
nations as upon their adequate military 
strength. 

The problem is far from simple. It is 
a complex of many features of our for- 
eign and domestic programs. Our do- 
mestic economic policies cast their 
shadows upon nations far beyond our 
borders. Conversely, our foreign eco- 
nomic policy has a direct impact upon 
our domestic economy. We must make 
a careful study of these intricate re- 
lationships in order that we may chart 
a sound course for the nation. 


The building of a productive and 
strong economic system within the free 
world—one in which each country may 
better sustain itself through its own 
efforts—will require action by other 
governments, as well as by the United 
States, over a wide range of economic 
activities. These must include: adoption 
of sound internal policies, creation of 
conditions fostering international in- 
vestment, assistance to underdeveloped 
areas, progress towards freedom of in- 
ternational payments and convertibility 
of currencies, and trade arrangements 
aimed at the widest possible multi- 
lateral trade. 

In working toward these goals, our 
own trade policy as well as that of 
other countries should contribute to the 
highest possible level of trade on a 
basis that is profitable and equitable 
for all. The world must achieve an ex- 
panding trade, balanced at high levels, 
which will permit each nation to make 
its full contribution to the progress of 
the free world’s economy and to share 
fully the benefits of this progress. 

The solution of the free world’s eco- 
nomic problems is a cooperative task. 
It is not one which the United States, 
however strong its leadership and how- 
ever firm its dedication to these objec- 
tives, can effectively attack alone. But 
two truths are clear: the United States’ 
share in this undertaking is so large 
as to be crucially important to its suc- 
cess—and its success is crucially impor- 
tant to the United States. This last 
truth applies with particular force to 
many of our domestic industries and 
especially to agriculture with its great 
and expanding output. 

I am confident that the governments 
of other countries are prepared to do 
their part in working with us toward 
these common goals, and we shall from 
time to time be consulting with them. 

(Continued on Page 5) 














U. $. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





OIT Simplifies Export Licensing 


Five changes in export licensing pro- 
cedures, all designed to simplify present 
requirements and ease the burden on 
exporters, have been announced by the 
Office of International Trade. 

@ The validity period of currently 
outstanding export licenses has been 
automatically extended to the last day 
of the month in which the license ex- 
pires. This follows OIT’s action of 
March 15 establishing a new method for 
the computation of validity periods, 
whereby licenses issued after that date 
would expire on the last day of a month. 

@ The requirement that general in- 
transit license GIT cannot be used for 
commodities on OIT’s excepted list has 
been changed to exempt Canada from 
this provision. Shipments originating in 
Canada of items on the excepted list 
may now be shipped in transit through 
the United States without a validated 
license. 

Previously, shipments originating in 
Canada and passing through the United 
States, which are approved by Canada 
under substantially the same licensing 
criteria as the United States applies to 
its own exports, required a validated 
U. S. export license whenever the com- 
modities were among those excepted 
from the provisions of general license 
GIT. 

@ Provision has now been made for 
the naming of optional ports of un- 
lading on the shipper’s export declara- 
tion and the bill of lading. 

If, prior to thé departure of the ex- 
porting carrier, an exporter shipping 
under general licenses GRO and GO does 
not know which of several countries 
is the country of ultimate destination, 
he may designate optional ports of un- 
lading even when more than one foreign 
country is involved. In all cases, op- 
tional ports of unlading must be located 
in a country to which the commodity 
may be shipped directly from the United 
States under the same general license. 


For exportations under validated li- 
censes, optional ports of unlading in 
countries other than the country of 
ultimate destination may be designated 
as in-transit points if the export license 
designates intermediate consignees in 
each of the countries named. 

@ The provision for submission of li- 
cense applications which previously 
specified that “RO” and “R” commodi- 
ties could not be combined on the same 
application has been changed to permit 
inclusion of two or more Positive List 
commodities, when these items are as- 
signed the same related commodity 
group number, regardless of whether 
they are “R” or “RO” commodities. 

“R” commodities require a validated 
license for export to any part of the 
world except the Western Hemisphere; 
“RO” commodities to any destination ex- 
cept Canada. 

®@ The list of commodities subject to 


4 


the periodic requirements license (PRL) 
has been expanded to include parts and 
accessories specially fabricated for hy- 
draulic controls for wheel-type tractors, 
and winches for wheel-type tractors 
(Schedule B No. 722045); and parts and 
accessories specially fabricated for 
wheel-type tractors (No. 788905), except 
garden tractors. 

Under the PRL procedure, a single ap- 
plication may be made to export certain 
commodities at. any time during a 6- 
month period. A PRL license is issued 
to cover only transactions between a 
U. S. exporter and one or more ultimate 
consignees who have had established 
trade relations for the past 2 years. 


These five actions are explained in 
greater detail in Current Export Bul- 
letin 699. 


Detroit Firms Indicted on 
Export-Control Violations 


Pomerance Pharmacy and Respondek 
Drugs, both of Detroit, Mich., have been 
indicted in a VU. S. District Court in 
Michigan for violations of export. con- 
trols in connection with the shipment 
of penicillin and other drugs to Rumania 
and Poland. 

The indictment against Pomerance 
Pharmacy charged that this firm, 
through its owner Tully Joseph Pomer- 
ance, “unlawfully, knowingly, and wil- 
fully” exported 240 vials of penicillin to 
Rumania via Canada, without filing a 
shipper’s export declaration and a vali- 
dated export license, as required by OIT 
regulations. 

Respondek was indicted for attempt- 
ing to export “rimifon,” a prescription 
drug used in treating tuberculosis, 
through the U. S. mails to Poland, mis- 
describing it as a nonprescription drug. 
This indictment is the first resulting 
from a violation of the export-control 
regulations relating to the exportation 
of commodities through the mails. 

The investigations were conducted by 
agents of the Customs Agency Service in 
Detroit, working in cooperation with 
OIT’s Investigation Staff. 








Tariff Commission Orders 
Hearing on Mustard Seeds 


The Tariff Commission has ordered a 
public hearing for May 18 in the inves- 
tigation with respect to mustard seeds 
which it instituted on February 12 under 
the “escape clause” provision of the 
Trade Agreements Extension Act of 
1951. 

Persons desiring to be heard on the 
question of modifying the trade agree- 
ment concession on this product, on the 
ground of injury from increased imports, 
are requested to notify the Secretary of 
the Commission in writing in advance of 
the hearing date, 


Export Controls on 
Castor Oil Relaxed 


Relaxation of export controls on cas- 
tor oil has been announced by the Office 
of International Trade, 


Castor oil has been removed from 
OIT’s “Positive List” and may now be 
shipped under general license GRO to 
all areas except Hong Kong, Macao, and 
the Iron Curtain countries, without 
prior application to OIT. Shipments to 
the latter areas still require an individ. 
ual validated export license. 

OIT’s action followed an announce- 
ment by the Department of Agriculture 
that it was suspending, effective April 
1, restrictions on domestic use and in- 
ventories of castor oil. 

The action is in line with OIT’s policy 
of relaxing controls on commodities as 
soon as improved supply makes this 
possible. 


The castor-oil items involved are 


‘ commercial grade (Schedule B No. 224- 


901), medicinal grade (811100), sulfo- 
nated for textile specialty compounds 
(823850), sulfonated for tanning spe- 
cialty compounds (823900), and sulfo 
nated for polishes (829200). 





No Change Recommended in 
Import Duty on Estrogens 


The Tariff Commission, in a report of 
its findings in the investigation of al 
leged injury from imports of pregnant 
mares’ urine and estrogens obtained 
therefrom, found that no basis.has been 
established for “escape clause” action. 


Accordingly, the Commission made no 
recommendation to the Presifient for 
withdrawal or modification of the con- 
cessions granted on these products in 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade. 

The Commission’s report was made 
public on April 2. 





Honey Export Subsidies 


Renewed at Lower Rate 


The export subsidy program on honey 
will be continued for the 1953 marketing 
season, starting April 1, but subsidies 
will be lower than for the 1952 season, 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture hag 
announced. 

The new rate of payment on honey ex- 
ports will be 4 cents a pound, as com- 
pared with 4.5 cents a pound last year, 

Action to continue the export subsidy 
program for honey was taken in con- 
nection with the renewal ofthe price 
support program on honey for the 1953 
season, as is required under the Agricul- 
tural Act of 1949, 





Radio receiver sets in Finland totaled 


approximately 950,000 at the end of Febe . 


ruary 1953. There is as yet no television 
in the country. 
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Simplification of 
Schedule A Proposed 


* A proposal to eliminate a substantial 
amount of commodity detail from 
Schedule A, Statistical Classification of 
Commodities Imported Into the United 
States, in the January 1954 revision of 
this publication has been announced by 
the Bureau of the Census. 


Announcement of the proposal was 
made in Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, 
March 1953. The revision of Schedule 
A was described in the December 1952 
issue of the Notes. 


- The proposal would involve combin- 
ing approximately 2,200 of the 5,500 ex- 
isting classifications in Schedule A into 
about 800 classifications. The proposal 
is being made in an effort to keep at 
minimum levels the reporting burden on 
importers, and the Government cost of 
compiling the import statistics. 

A list of the proposed combinations is 
included in the Notes and any com- 
ments by users of the statistics should 
be submitted to the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus by May 15. 

Copies of the March Foreign Trade 
Statistics Notes are available upon re- 
quest to the Bureau of the Census, 
Washington 25, D. C. 





Salt produced in Nicaragua in 1952 
totaled 287,290 bags of 100 pounds 
each, according “to estimates of the 
Central Statistical Bureau. Output of 
lime was 145,210 sacks of 100-pounds 
each. Sulfur production was negligible. 


U. $. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


United States and Japan Sign Treaty of 


Friendship, Commerce, 


A treaty of friendship, commerce, and 
navigation between_the United States 
and Japan was signed in Tokyo on April 
2, 1953, following negotiations over the 
past 18 months. 


Upon ratification by both govern- 
ments, the treaty will establish the 
framework for the conduct of economic 
relations between the two countries. It 
establishes mutually beneficial rights in 
investment and general commercial 
activities on the basis of national and 
most-favored-nation treatment. Pend- 
ing ratification, general economic re- 


lations will continue to be governed by | 


Article 12 of the Treaty of Peace. 


The treaty, containing 25 articles and 
a protocol, deals-with a wide range of 
subject matter falling into the follow- 
ing major categories: Entry, travel, and 
residence; ‘basic personal freedoms; 
guaranties for property rights; conduct 
and control of business enterprises; tax- 
ation; exchange restrictions; exchange 
of goods; and navigation. 


Refiects Business Interests 


As in other recent FCN treaties, the 
treaty with Japan differs from those of 
the 1920’s and 1930’s in that it reflects 
the increasing interest of American 
business in investment and establishes 
mutually agreeable standards of treat- 
ment. It recognizes the widespread use 
of the corporate form of business and 
affords corporations protection against 
arbitrary and discriminatory treatment, 





Million Tons of Coal Exported in February 


A total of 997,873 gross tons of bi- 
tuminous coal and 12,199 gross tons of 
anthracite was exported from the 
United States to oversea destinations in 
February. This is a decrease of 663,952 
tons of bituminous and 9,802 tons of 


anthracite from the amount exported 
in January. 

The. following table shows February 
oversea shipments of solid fuels, in 
gross tons, by port of exit and country 
of destination. 
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31,827 


and Navigation 


which was lacking in the earlier prewar 
treaties. 

Where the subject matter covers fields 
in which the individual States of the 
United States have a paramount inter- 
est, such as the formation and regula- 
tion of corporations and ownership of 
property, the treaty provisions recog- 
nize the States’ prerogatives. 


Provisions on commercial arbitration 
and the employment of technical per- 
sonnel are included. 

Two provisions are new to United 
States FCN treaties, one which is 
designed to maintain a free market in 
marine insurance and another, which, in 
accordance with the new Immigration 
and Nationality Act, establishes a cate- 
gory of treaty aliens who are permitted 
entry for the purpose of developing the 
operations of business enterprises in 
which they have a substantial interest. 

The Far Eastern Division, Office of 
International Trade, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D.C., has 
a limited supply of copies of the treaty 
for distribution upon request. Copies 
will also be available for examination at 
Department of Commerce Field Offices. 


Import Quotas Established 
For Tung Oil and Nuts 


Quotas have been established limiting 
the importation through June 30 of tung 
oil or of the oil equivalent of tung nuts 
to 2,000,000 pounds, plus any quantities 
in transit to the United States prior to 
April 8, the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture announced on April 7. 


Controls are required, the Department 
declared, to preyent unnecessary ex- 
penditures under the price support pro- 
gram for tung nuts and to prevent in- 
terference with the orderly storing or 
marketing of domestically produced oil. 


This action was taken under Section 
104 of the Defense Production Act of 
1950, which requires the Secretary of 
Agriculture to limit imports of specified 
commodities and products to such quan- 
tities as will not impair domestic pro- 
duction, interfere with orderly storing 
or marketing, or result in unecessary 
burdens or expenditures under any price 
support program. 








President's Message 
(Continued from Page 3) 


The extension for one year of the pres- 
ent Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act 
will provide us the time necessary to 
study and define a foreign economic 
policy which will be comprehensive, 
constructive, and consistent with the 
needs both of the American economy 
and of American foreign policy. 
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Rise in Colombian Coffee Prices 
Leads to Bright Outlook for Year 


The lifting of the U. S. ceiling price on coffee and the subsequent 
rise in prices was the event of most importance to the Colombian econ- 


omy in February and March 1953. 


As the coffee export business is one of Colombia’s mainstays, ex- 
pectations of higher income from this crop have given rise to an optl- 


mistic outlook for the year. Although 
the level at which coffee prices will 
finally settle is uncertain, optimism is 
tempered with governmental concern 
over the potential inflationary possi- 
bilities. The only precautionary measure 
taken was directed against speculation 
in sales of coffee futures. The time limit 
for such sales was reduced from 60 
to 45 days and the period for reimburse- 
ment of exchange from 30 to 15 days, 
effective March 7. 


Exchange Situation Altered 


An immediate effect of rising coffee 
prices has been a drop in the black 
market dollar rate, which on February 
16 was 3.19 pesos per dollar and by 
March 18 declined to 3.05 pesos per 
dollar. The exchange reimbursement 
price of coffee has been held at $86.50 
per bag, and when the price paid for 
coffee in New York reached that 
amount, coffee exporters became sellers 
rather than buyers of black market 
dollars. 


There do not appear to be any im- 
mediate plans for changing the reim- 
bursement price, at least not until eof- 
fee prices have had an opportunity to 
level off. Furthermore, coffee exporters 
since March 1951 have complained 
sporadically that they were the victims 
of discrimination, as they receive less 
than the basic rate of 2.50 pesos per 
dollar for their exports. Some concilia- 
tion toward this group may be inten- 
tional, in permitting them, at least tem- 
porarily, to acquire dollar balances in 
the United States, or alternately, to 
sell their extra dollars acquired through 
coffee sales at the black market rate. 


A committee composed of the Min- 
ister of Finance, the manager of the 
National Coffee Federation, and the 
chief of the Office of Exchange Registry 
has been appointed to study and make 
changes when advisable in the reim- 
bursement price of coffee, in the periods 
of validity for coffee sales contracts, 
and in the pertinent export licenses. 


Premiums paid for export certificates 
issued under decree 1830 of last August 
have also declined recently to about 
0.95 peso per dollar. 

The entire export certificate system 
is now under study and measures to 
bolster the premiums are expected in 
the near future. One measure under 
consideration is the elimination of the 
1,650-kilogram limit on cars so im- 
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ported. According to the Office of Ex- 
change Registry, imports with certifi- 
cates of cars weighing between 1,240 
and 1,650 kilograms totaled $1.5 million 
in value in 1952. 


Applications for import licenses 
reached $42 million during the period 
February 1-26, considerably more than 
the monthly average of $28.7 million 
for 1952. A decline took place in the 
latter part of March, and when coffee 
prices rose the consideration of meas- 
ures to curb imports apparently was 
shelved. A minor measure directed to- 
ward exchange conservation was the 
increase from 20 to 30 percent in guar- 
anties against most exchange opera- 
tions, excluding imports of merchan- 
dise, and other undertakings with the 
Office of Exchange Registry. As of 
March 20, Colombia had a small un- 
favorable foreign exchange balance of 
about $300,000. 


Power Projects Encouraged 

With the object of stimulating foreign 
private capital investment in electric 
power projects, decree 653 of March 12 
exempts private companies providing 
public electric service from patrimony 
tax, any other national taxes not paid 
by Government-owned power companies, 
forced investments decreed by the Co- 
lombia Government, including the 2%- 
percent tax for the Paz de Rio steel 
project, and customs duties on generat- 
ing and other heavy machinery and 
equipment for the use of the company. 


As a further attraction, 20-year 
drafts will be accepted from such com- 
panies in payment of income tax, pro- 
vided the company currently invests 
an amount equivalent to the taxes in 
the expansion or improvement of its 
plant and equipment. 

A 5-year 100-million-peso development 
plan for the Department of Atlantico, 
including the municipality of Barran- 
quilla, has been approved by the Gov- 
ernment. The plan provides for new 
construction and improvement of public 
utilities as well as a market, a slaugh- 
terhouse, street paving, a _ hospital, 

/schools, low-cost housing, improved de- 
partmental road system, jails, and other 
items. This project is to be financed 
principally by the Department and the 
municipality with assistance from other 
public and private Colombian sources, 
and a loan of $4 million from the In- 


ternational Bank 
and Development. 


for Reconstruction 


The Colombian Government by decree 
in 1951 declared all deposits of radio- 
active minerals to be the property of 
the State and reserved to itself the 


sole right to exploit these minerals. In 
order to stimulate prospecting for uran- 
ium, however, the decree provided that 
individuals would receive an “economic 
benefit” from the exploitation of radio- 
active deposits which they discovered, 
In view of its failure to specify the 
benefit to be received, the decree proved 
to be of little encouragement to po- 
tential uranium prospectors. 

The Government has recently issued 
decree No. 0331 of February 13, 1953, 
giving the discoverer of radioactive 
minerals the right to a 5-percent par- 
ticipation in the net profits of the de- 
posits during the first 10 years of its 
exploitation. 


Steel Plant Progresses 


Construction on the Paz de Rio steel 
mill «at Belencito (Department of Bo- 
yaca) is reported to be proceeding satis- 
factorily, with completion scheduled for 
early 1954. The Government has au- 
thorized a bond issue up to 40 million 
pesos. 

Decree-law No. 654 of March 12, 1953, 
authorizing the bond issue also provides 
that the extent of participation by the 
National Government in the manage- 
ment of business entities having in- 
ternal or external loans guaranteed by 
it will be determined by agreement 
among the board of directors of the 
borrowing entity, the lending party, 
and the Government. Thus it modifies 
decree-law 53 of January 14, 1953 (see 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Mar. 9, 
1953, p. 6), which stipulated that the 
Government would have a majority on 
the board of directors of all enterprises 


financed by Government-guaranteed 
loans, 


French Trade Deficit 
About $78 Million 


French imports from foreign coun- 
tries in January 1953 amounted to 96.5 
billion francs or about $276 million, and 
exports to foreign destinations totaled 

ly 68.8 billion or about $198 million, 
leaving a net trade deficit of 27.7 billion 
francs or about $78 million. 


Total French imports and exports in 
January 1953, and monthly averages for 
1951 and 1952 were as follows: 








Quantity in Value in 
1,000 metric tons billion france 
Im- Ex- De- 


Period Imports Exports. ports ports ficit 


January 1953.. 3,727.0 2,479.0 96.5 68.8 27.7 
1951 monthly 


average ...... 3,562.9 2,783.5 106.0 77.7 28.3 
1952 monthly 


average ...... 3,896.2 2,535.4 102.6 68.1 384.5 
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investments in Japan 


At About $75 Million 


Foreign investments in Japan valued 
at nearly $75 million, exclusive of 214 
technological assistance contracts, were 
approved between June 8, 1950, and 
December 31, 1952, under provisions of 
the Japanese Law Concerning Foreign 
Investment. 

Investments, by types, were as fol- 
lows: Stock purchases and transfers, 
$25 million: loans, $33.3 million; and real 
estate, $13.9 million. No monetary value 
is assigned to the 214 technological as- 
sistance contracts, as it is difficult to 
place an evaluation on the capital in- 
vested in supplying patent rights, in- 
dustrial processes, and technical “know- 
how” specified in the contracts. 


Technological assistance contracts are 


- by far the most important type of post- 


war investment in Japan. Of the 214 
contracts approved by the end of De- 
cember 1952, 164 were contracts be- 
tween American and Japanese firms. 
The techniques specified in the con- 
tracts were selected by the Ministry 
of Finance to provide for moderniza- 
tion of Japan’s export industries—ma- 
chinery, chemicals, transportation equip- 
ment, metals, and textiles—and are ex- 
pected to result in a net foreign-ex- 
change advantage to Japan. 

Stock in Japanese companies has been 
acquired, in some cases, in payment for 
foreign machinery, patent rights, engi- 
heering services, or other assistance as 
specified in the technological assistance 
contract. The percentage of control 
over Japanese corporations which the 
foreign stockholder acquires is, in most 
cases, minor and approval of majority 
control is granted reluctantly by the 
Ministry of Finance. 


Stock Cases Approved 

As of the end of December 1952, 2,341 
individual cases of stock acquisition, in- 
volving 110 million shares, at a cost of 
$25 million had been approved. Of this 
tetal, 976 individual purchases were 
made on the stock market, involving 10 
million shares, at a cost of $3 million; 
the remainder was acquired under terms 
of technological assistance contracts or 
through individual purchases. 


The greatest extent of voting control 
in Japanese corporations by foreigners 
ugh stock purchases on the ex- 
Changes is 4.2 percent, and in the great 
Majority of cases is less than 1 percent. 
The Bank of Japan has authority to vali- 
te automatically stock purchases 
Which do not result in a total voting 
power of more than 5 percent for 
foreigners. Applications for purchases 
which would result in a higher percent- 
age of foreign control must be presented 
te the Ministry of Finance for approval. 
reign purchases of stock with locally 
acquired yen are prohibited. 
Sixteen loans to Japanese corporations 
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Burmese Mission in United States 
To Purchase Capital Equipment 


The arrival of a nine-man purchasing mission of the Government of 
Burma in San Francisco on April 7, for a month’s tour of this country, 
is the most recent indication of the high priority currently assigned to 
capital equipment purchases required for Burma’s development program. 


The mission, headed by Bo Min Gaung, Minister of Public Works 


and Rehabilitation, has visited Japan 
and will spend some time in the United 
Kingdom and in various European 
countries. 

The mission is interested in procur- 
ing the following equipment from the 
United States: Railroad equipment, in- 
cluding diesel electric locomotives, all- 
steel passenger coaches, and rails and 
fish plates; marine transport equipment 
for inland waterways; irrigation and 
water-control equipment; and agricul- 
tural and road construction machinery. 
The mission also is interested in the 
installation of a wireless telephone sta- 
tion in Rangoon for communication with 
foreign countries and in automatic 
telephone equipment. 


A complete listeof equipment require- 
ments of the Government of Burma, as 
well as more detailed specifications 
covering some individual items, is avail- 
able from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division of the Department of Com- 
merce. The names of the members of 
the mission were reported in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, March 30, 1953, 
page 14. 

The capital equipment for which 
tenders are being invited is to be used 
in the current plan of economic develop- 
ment intended to raise the gross 
national .product of Burma from an 
equivalent of $0.7 billion to $1.4 billion 
by 1959. The plan is expected by 1959 
to raise per capita consumption by 
Burma’s population of 18 million in- 
habitants almost 60 percent above 
current levels. 


Country’s Recovery Substantial 


The development program, launched 
in August 1952 following the Pyidawtha 
(Welfare State) Conference, follows an 
arduous period of internal consolidation 
and restoration of internal security. Ow- 





amounting to $33.3 million were ap- 
proved between June 8, 1950, and De- 
cember 31, 1952. The petroleum indus- 
try is the largest recipient of foreign 
loans. 

As of the end of November 1952, 379 
individual cases of real-estate purchases 
involving $13.4 million had been ap- 
proved and the year-end figure is esti- 
mated at $13.9 million. In accordance 
with the provisions of article 12 of the 
Treaty of Peace, special provision for 
purchase of real estate by foreigners 
will no longer be required. Licenses to 
make payments when foreign-exchange 
control regulations apply still will be 
required, however, 





ing to the destruction of facilities in 
World War II, Burma’s gross output in 
1946-47 was only 57 percent of the last 
prewar year. With the gradual reas- 
sertion of central authority, gross output 
rose to 67 percent of the prewar level in 
1950-51 and a further improvement was 
registered in 1951-52. 


Despite all obstacles, Burma has made 
economic advances which lay the 
groundwork for further progress. In 
the industrial sphere, the Government 
established a large cotton spinning and 
weaving factory. The Government also 
made preliminary studies of the pos- 
sibility of establishing a steel rolling 
mill, a pulp and paper mill, and a tile 
factory, and has circulated tenders for 
necessary equipment. 


Nowhere has progress been more 
marked than in the fields of transporta- 
tion and communications. A modern 
international airport was constructed at 
Mingaladon. The port of Rangoon and 
a large portion of the inland waterway 
system were rehabilitated. Railroad 
bridges were reconstructed and opera- 
tions have been resumed on Burma’s 
principal rail lines. A comprehensive 
system of wireless telegraphy was in- 
stalled. The Government also purchased 
the SS Pyidawtha, a seagoing vessel 
which. is expected to carry cargoes to 
India, laying the groundwork for a 
Burmese merchant marine. 

Aerial mapping of sites for two hydro- 
electric power installations is in an 
advanced stage and comprehensive ex- 
ploration of Burma’s lignite deposits has 
been completed, indicating that Burma’s 
solid fuel supplies are promising. Sev- 
eral of these projects have been devel- 
oped through the assistance of U. S. 
technicians provided under the technical 
assistance program for Burma. 


Development Corporations Set Up 

Several noteworthy financial and 
economic developments will prepare the 
way for greater economic activity. A 
basic survey of the Burmese economy 
was completed which should assist the 
Government in orienting its economic 
development over the next 8 years. 

To carry out its development plans, 
four semiautonomous development cor- 
porations were set up by the Govern- 
ment of Burma in the fields of- 
agriculture and water development, 
mining, and transport and industry. 
Each of these has been granted a loan 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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Japanese Economy Shows Seasonal 
Decline; Exports at 2-Year Low 


A widespread seasonal decline characterized the Japanese economy 


in January 1953. 


Manifested by decreases in department-store sales, manufacturing, 
construction, banknote issue, bank deposits, and Treasury disburse- 
ments, the decline was accentuated in some instances hy comparison 


with the seasonal highs recorded in 
December. 

The New Year holiday season and the 
usual reaction from the year-end settle- 
ments of December appeared to be the 
chief elements in the decline. 

Merchandise exports, the lowest in 
28 months, declined more than seasonal- 
ly as a part of a downtrend spanning 
10 months. Railway freight tonnage 
and coal production rose unseasonably 
in recovering from the effects of the 
coal strike which ended in mid-De- 
cember. 

All major. categories of industrial 
production, except coal, chemical ferti- 
lizers, and iron and steel, decreased 
from December levels. The drop in 
manufacturing was attributed basically 
to loss of working days because of 
the New Year holidays and to a re- 
duction in available electric power as 
a result of low waterfiow. 

The 10-percent loss in hydroelectric 
generation more than offset the 1-per- 
cent gain in thermal generation. The 
effect was not uniform, however, in 
that the power shortage was more pro- 
nounced in central Japan than in out- 
lying districts. 

The increase of almost 37 percent in 
output of coal, exceeding the month’s 
target by 0.6 percent, was supplemented 
by record imports for which contracts 
were made during the strike. This com- 
bination apparently restored the supply 
sufficiently to enable consumers to 
postpone heavy purchases in anticipa- 
tion of lower prices a few months hence 
when the seasonal increasé in water- 
flow will reduce consumption of coal 
in thermal power plants. Furthermore, 
the demand for coal has been moderated 
somewhat by the partial shift to oil 
as a substitute fuel. Conversely, the 
current availability of coal has modified 
the demand for heavy oil. 


Pig-Iron Output Rises 

A gain of almost 10 percent in the 
production of pig iron accounted for a 
rise of 1.6 percent in iron and steel. 
Production of chemical fertilizers in- 
creased 10 percent in preparation for 
the heavy seasonal demand. The sever- 
est production declines—20 percent or 
greater—occurred in passenger auto- 
mobiles, railway rolling stock, electrical 
machinery, cement, and raw silk, silk 
Yarn, and fabric. The 10-percent drop in 
cotton yarn output was due partly to 
the reduction of the production ceiling 
from 165,000 to 150,000 bales. For most 
commodities, especially for textiles, 





shipments reportedly exceeded produc- 
tion, resulting in reduced stockpiles. 
The downtrend of merchandise ex- 
ports, interrupted by the seasonal rise 
in December, accelerated in January. 
Exports at $79.6 million were 30.4 per- 
cent less than in December and the 
lowest of any month since September 
1950. Increases occurred only in ships, 


‘chemicals, copper, and cotton, rayon, 


and staple fiber yarns. Of the 27 major 
commodities listed, silk yarns and tex- 
tiles, staple fiber textiles, clothing, 
textile machinery, diesel engines, and 
bicycles showed declines of more than 
50 percent. 


January merchandise imports, al- 
though 6.3 percent less than imports 
in December, were 11 percent more 
than the average for 1952. Relating this 
to the movement in exports reveals 
with renewed emphasis the seriousness 
of the trend toward larger imbalances 
in the merchandise foreign trade of 
Japan. 

Export Price Index Up 


. The index of export prices rose’ (1.3 
percent) for the first time since last 
summer; when combined with a con- 
tinued decline (1.7 percent) in prices 
of imports it yielded an improvement 
of 3.1 percent in the terms of trade. 
Textiles, textile machinery, and some 
iron and steel products accounted 
chiefly for the increase in prices of 
exports. The decline in the index of 
import prices was caused principally 
by raw cotton, sugar, and jute. 


A widespread firming of commodity 
prices, those of foodstuffs rising 4.5 
percent and of textiles 2 percent, served 
to reverse the recent downtrend in the 
monthly wholesale price index and pro- 
duce the sharpest average increase since 
August 1951. Basic elements in the 
recovery of textiles appeared to be 
expanded domestic consumption and 
actual .and anticipated strengthening 
of measures for stabilizing the domestic 
market. 


Higher food prices predominated in 
the increase of 2.2 percent in consumer 
prices in Tokyo. The rise in the agri- 
cultural parity index was caused by an 
increase of 1.2 percent in prices of 
household items, modified by a small 
decline in prices of management items, 

In one of the sharpest postwar up- 
surges, the Dow average of security 
prices climbed 25 percent in January; 
participation by small investors was so 


general that it was described as a 
“fad.” The strong activity compelled 
the security exchanges to curtail their 
hours of business to enable the staffs 
to keep pace with the turnover of 
shares. 


The preponderance of Treasury dis- 
bursements above receipts, which char- 
acterized the last quarter of the year, 
was reversed as usual in January with 
the termination of heavy purchases of 
fall crops. Moreover, disbursements fell 
to the lowest amount since January 
1951 so that, despite the normal re- 
duction in receipts, the excess of re- 
ceipts over payments was more than 
double the January figure of the two 
preceding years. 


Although department store sales drop- 
ped 63.5 percent from the postwar 
high of December, they still were 20 
percent more than January 1952. Spe- 
cial procurement contract awards from 
dollar funds (29.5 million) were the 
highest since the abnormal level of 
last July.—Emb., Tokyo. 





West Berlin's Dependence 
On External Aid Declines 


Only about 17.7 percent of the goods 
and services which West Berlin utilized 
for consumption or investment in 1952 
were furnished by external sources. This 
proportion was 22.4 percent in 1951 
and 23.5 percent in 1950. 

The total value of goods and services 
utilized by West Berlin in 1952 was 
6,050 million deutschemarks (about 
$1,450 million), the per capita avail- 
ability being about 13 percent below the 
1936 level if account is taken of price 
changes. In 1952 about 69 percent of 
West Berlin’s imports were paid for by 
its own exports as compared with 47 
percent in 1950. 





Indus River Basin 
To Be Developed 


Engineers representing the Gov- 
ernments of India and Pakistan, 
and the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development 
will meet on September 1, 1953, 
in Washington, D. C., to prepare 
a comprehensive plan for develop- 
ment of the Indus River Basin. 

This plan includes preliminary 
cost estimates and a construction 
schedule for the new enginéering 
works involved. 

The participating engineers spent 
several weeks, beginning early in 
December 1952, in making field 
investigations of the Indus River 
Basin to obtain information on ir- 
rigation works, dam sites, .and ir- 
rigated and unirrigated areas of 
land in both countries for use 
in formulating the comprehensive 
plan, 
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South African Import 
Data Summarized 


To answer inquiries on import 
control regulations in the Union 
of South Africa, particularly on 
commodities subject to special 
licensing restrictions, the office of 
International Trade has published 
a report “Summary of Import 
Control Regulations—U nion of 
South Africa.” 

The report, issued as Business 
Information Service World. Trade 
Series No. 375, contains appen- 
dixes giving the full commodity 
listings subject to special controls 
in the Union. 

The general framework of the 
South African import control sys- 
tem has not been substantially 
modified since 1951 but frequent 
changes have been made in com- 
modity listings and_ allocation 
schemes, 

The publication is available at 
20 cents from the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or any of its Field 
Offices, 











New Power Projects in 
Brazil To Ease Shortage 


New electric-power installations in 
Brazil scheduled to go into operation in 
1953 are the first two units, totaling 
120,000 kw., of the Paulo Afonso proj- 
ect in the northeastern section of the 
country, and three units, totaling 135,- 


000 kw., of the Forcacava plant in the 
State of Rio de Janeiro. 


The new Forcacava installation will 
just about bring up to operating normal 
the present overloaded Sao Paulo and 
Rio system, but will not be capable of 
meeting new power requests. The 
power situation for new industries will 
not improve to any appreciable extent 
until late 1954 or early 1955, when 
generating capacity will increase sub- 
stantially. 


New installations already under con- 
struction and scheduled for production 
in 1954 and 1955 are: Forcacava, 195, 
000 kw. for 1954; Sao Paulo steam 
plants, 80,000 kw. for 1954 and 80,000 
kw. for 1955; Paulo Afonso (third unit) 
60,000 kw. for 1955; Cubatao (Rio-Sao 
Paulo system) 110,000 kw. for 1955; 
Sao Paulo Carroba steam plant, 20,000 
kw. for 1954; Niteroi steam plant, 10,- 
000 kw. for 1955. 


Other large projects for which financ- 
ing has already been approved are: 
The Rio Grande do Sul state power 
program, 183,000 kw.; and American 
and Foreign Power Co., 175,000 kw. of 
which 125,000 kw. are for the Sao 
Paulo system. 
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West Berlin Needs Expansion of Industrial 
Capacity To Provide Jobs, Experts Find 


Large expansion of West Berlin's in- 
dustrial capacity, both in existing lines 
and in new fields and products, has been 
recommended by a team of U. S. experts 
as a means of strengthening the sector’s 
economy. 

This and other proposals made by the 
team are now being studied by officials 
of the U. S. Government, the German 
Federal Government, and the city of 
Berlin. 

The goal of the proposed expansion is 
to provide an additional 180,000 to 
200,000 jobs for West Berlin’s unem- 
ployed in the next 4 to 5 years. The 
new industrial capacity would require 
capital of about 800 million deutsche- 
marks or about $190 million. 


The experts recommended that more 
emphasis be given to consumer-goods 
industries, particularly those producing 
consumer durable goods, and to both 
consumer and _ industrial specialties. 
These industries can be established 
more readily and provide more employ- 
ment on the basis of smaller invest- 
ments than the capital-goods industries. 
Markets for these items seem most 
promising in Western Germany. 

The team also recommended increased 
production for the West Berlin market 
and noted that several items which 
could potentially be produced in West 
Berlin are imported from Western 
Germany. 


Bank Reorganization Proposed 


Stressing that the jobs must be done 
by private enterprise, the group pro- 
posed that a private firm be encouraged 
to organize in West Berlin to provide 
specialized services. The object would 
be to help West Berlin firms cut costs 
and improve product design and packag- 
ing so as to make their goods more 
competitive in Western German and 
foreign markets. 

To help solve the problem of securing 





Brazil Announces Imports 


From Western Germany 


The Bank of Brazil issued import 
licenses totaling about $27,000,000 for 
West German goods in the first quarter 
of 1953. It was contemplated that 
these licenses would equal 80 percent of 
the value of Brazilian goods exported 
to Western Germany, the remainder 
being intended to reduce Brazil's clear- 
ing deficit. 

Of the licenses issued, $10,000,000 
were for machinery, $3,550,000 for in- 
dustrial raw materials, about $3,000,000 
for vehicles and agricultural, milling, 
and roadbuilding equipment, about $5,- 
000,000 for iron and steel goods and 
electrical equipment, $2,700,000 for 
chemical products, and $2,200,000 for 
scientific instruments and office equip- 
ment, 


investment funds, the experts proposed 
that the Industrie Bank of Berlin, which 
at present distributes counterpart funds 
to West Berlin firms, be reorganized 
and put into operation as an investment 
company. The new company would be 
open to private participation, and pri- 
vate shares with income tax privileges 
would be offered for sale to the public. 


Action has already been taken to 
simplify the procedures for channeling 
counterpart funds to Berlin borrowers, 
as recommended by the team. A Berlin 
Investment Committee, consisting of 
representatives of the German Federal 
Government, the Berlin Senate, and the 
Mutual Security Agency, was estab- 
lished in Berlin early in January. The 
committee has full power to approve 
loans, thus eliminating the necessity for 
loan applications to be passed on 
individually by each of the three 
agencies. 


The committee has already approved 
about $20 million in loans to West Ber- 
lin enterprises from the $48 million in 
counterpart funds which was allocated 
for long-term investment programs in 
West Berlin in early January. In con- 
sidering applications, the committee will 
follow the experts’ proposals that more 
investment money be made available to 
new businesses and to industries produc- 
ing consumer goods, especially for the 
West Berlin market. 

In connection with the experts’ pro- 
posal that the Berlin Marketing Council 
be continued, and that its efforts be 
supplemented by large-scale advertising 
and publicity for West Berlin products, 
the German Federal Government has 
announced plans for an extensive ad- 
vertising campaign in Western Ger- 
many. In addition, U. S. Government 
officials are preparing to investigate 
with the German authorities the pos- 
sibilities of expanding the sale of West 
Berlin products in the United States. 


A loan copy of the study is available 
from the European Division, Office of 
International Trade, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





German Central Bank To 
Begin Servicing Debts 

The Bank Deutscher Laender has 
taken steps to begin servicing the Ger- 
man foreign debt in accordance with 
the understanding reached at the Lon- 
don Conference in August 1952. Pay- 
ment of the first installment in foreign 
exchange is assured, so that arrange- 
ments can be expected to go forward 


smoothly upon ratification of the debt 
settlement agreements, 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Private Consumption 


Rises in W. Germany 


Private consumption in Western Ger- 
many has increased substantially in the 
last 3 years—from 52 billion deutsche- 
marks or about US$12 billion in 1949 
to 73 billion or US$17.4 billion in 1952. 
Changes in the savings habits and ex- 
penditure patterns of consumers accom- 
panied this increase. 

The increase in savings has been 
especially marked since the latter part 
of 1951. During the year 1952, the total 
amount of reported savings deposits at 
credit institutions rose by 50 percent to 
7A billion marks, or about three times 
as great as the amount of savings held 
as of the end of 1948. 


The percentage of national income 
deposited in savings accounts rose from 
1.1 in 1949 to 2.4 in 1952. If life insur- 
ance premiums, purchases of securities, 
and deposits with building and loan 
associations are included in the calcula- 
tion, savings of money out of incomes 
equaled 4.4 percent of national income 
in 1952 compared with 2.5 percent in 
1949. 


Higher personal incomes have re- 
sulted in a tendency toward increasing 
the proportion spent on clothing, furni- 
ture, and household equipment, and a 
decline in the proportion spent on food, 
rent, heat and light, or “basic require- 
ments.” This trend is especially marked 
in households where the wage earner is 
employed; persons who depend on social 
insurance benefits for their livelihood 
have very little left after paying for 
food and rent. 

Since the currency reform of mid- 
1948 there have been several different 
“spending waves.” Immediately after 
the reform, expenditures for food took 
a higher proportion of consumer earn- 
ings than they had before the war. This 
proportion has now declined to or below 
the prewar relationship. Clothing fig- 
ured importantly in consumer demand 
from the end of 1949, household furni- 
ture and equipment from the middle of 
1950, and traveling from the summer 
of 1951. 

The most recent phenomenon, an in. 
crease in saving, began in the autumn 
of 1951. The proportion of consumers’ 
expenditure for clothing and household 
furniture and equipment, which was 
greatly reduced in 1951 and early 1952, 
started rising in the latter part of 
1952 and is now somewhat above the 
pre-Korean level. 


Standard of Living Higher 


The standard of living for many 
categories of Western Germany’s popu- 
lation has reached approximately the 
prewar level. Real weekly earnings of 
industrial workers are about 13 percent 
higher than in 1938, while per capita 
personal consumption is about 3 percent 
higher than in 1936. 

Real earnings of industrial workers 
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have risen by more than 75 percent 
since June 1948. , 
Nevertheless, average intake of cal- 


ories and consumption of protein are 
still below the prewar level. Further- 
more, despite the record number of 
houses constructed in the past 3 years, 
the housing shortage is still acute, espe- 
cially among the refugee population. 
About 6 million Germans, or 13.5 per- 
cent of the population, are dependent 
mainly on unemployment or other so- 
cial-insurance or public-welfare benefits. 
These benefits are small. 


W. German Clearing 
Data Issued Monthly 


The Bank Deutscher Laender in Feb- 
ruary published the first of a series of 
monthly announcements on the status of 
Western Germany’s clearing balances 
with all countries, other than European 
Payments Union countries, with which 
it has bilateral trade agreements. 


The purpose of these announcements 
is to show exporters how the balance 
of payments with each trading partner 
is developing. When a country’s in- 
debtedness to Western Germany nears 
the credit limit stipulated in the trade 
agreement, exporters must use care in 
negotiating new export contracts with 
firms in that country, for they may be 
unable to obtain payment for their de- 
liveries. 

The data published by the Bank show 
that 15 of the 17 non-EPU countries 
with which clearing agreements are 
maintained were in debt to Western 
Germany as of February 28, 1953. Brazil 
had the largest debt, amounting to over 
$94,000,000, as compared with the agreed 
credit (‘swing’) margin of $13,500,000. 
This margin was raised to $27,000,000 as 
of April 1, 1953. 

Yugoslavia, with a-debit balance of 
$17,740,000, and Poland, close to $8,000,- 
000, had also exceeded their credit mar- 
gins. Other heavy debtors were Egypt, 
Finland, and Spain. Argentina, which 
owed over $7,000,000 in December 1952, 
had succeeded in eliminating most of the 
deficit by the end of February 1953. 
Only Colombia and Uruguay had credit 
balances. 


In addition to these countries, the 
Bank’s data cover Bulgaria, Chile, Ec- 
uador, Iran, Japan, Paraguay, Czecho- 
slovakia, and Hungary. Data for EPU 
countries are not included in the tabu- 
lation, presumably because their bal- 
ances are cleared monthly through a 
multilateral mechanism so that the 
problem of exceeding the “swing” mar- 
gin does not arise. 








Production of barytes in Southern 
Rhodesia in the 11-month period Jan- 
uary-November 1952 totaled 299 tons. 

Exports of the crude product to South 


Africa in the third quarter of 1952 
amounted to 342,938 pounds. 


Rhone River Hydroelectric 
Development Under Way 


The plan for the hydroelectric de. 
velopment of the Rhone by the Com- 
pagnie Nationale du Rhone was inaugu- 
rated on March 22, 1953, when the 
cornerstone was laid for the new dam to 
be constructed across the Rhone from 
Rochemaure (Ardiche) to a point near 
Montelimar (Drome). 

The dam, which will raise the leve] 
of the Rhone at this point by 30 feet, 
will have 6 passes, each 85 feet wide, 
to permit the control of any foreseeable 
flood condition. From the dam a canal] 
7.5 miles long will bring the water toa 
power station to be constructed at the 
foot of Chateauneuf-du-Rhone. 


The power station will consist of 6 
turbines totaling 62,000 hp. operating 
under a waterfall of 56 feet, each turbine 
taking approximately 10,000 cubic feet 
per second. The whole station is ex. 
pected to develop 1,600 million kilowatt. 
hours, of which 50 percent will be gen. 
erated during the winter months. 

At the power station will be a navi- 
gational lock, 640 feet long and 39 feet 
wide, leading to the exit canal, 1% miles 
long, back to the Rhone, 

Scheduled for completion in 1957, the 
work will add an important source of 
power to the French electrical system 
and will markedly improve navigation 
over a fairly difficult stretch of the 
Rhone. Because of the configuration of 
the area, however, it has no great ire 
rigational potentialities. 


Use of Water Limited in 
Sections of Tanganyika 


Restrictions on the use of water have 
been instituted in many sections of 
Tanganyika because of a shortage due 
to lack of rain. Special measures are 
being taken to transport water to the 
hardest hit areas, which include the 
townships of Dodoma and Tabora. 

The Ngerengere River is reported to 
be drying up, and the East African Rail- 
ways and Harbors Administration has 
authorized rail tank cars to carry water 


for the purpose of supplying the loco- 
motives at Ngerengere station. 


German Retail Sales Good 


Retail trade in the Federal Republic 
of Germany dropped seasonally in Janu- 
ary 1953, following record Chris 
sales in December, but was up 8 percen 
by value and 13 percent by volume from 
sales in January 1952, 

The severe winter and an influenza 
wave accounted for higher sales of 
heavy clothing and drugs; demand was 
also stronger for consumer goods in 
general, metal goods and household 
appliances being the only categories 
showing weakness. Prices of consumer 
goods remained stable—HICOG, 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Advance Payment Raised New Indian Open General License: 


For Indonesian Imports 


New Indonesian import regulations 
effective April 1 raising the importer’s 
advance payment on imports from 40 
percent to 75 percent have been an- 
nounced by the Central Import Office. 
(The 40-percent deposit requirement 
was, announced in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Oct. 6, 1952, p. 10.) 


The 75-percent prepayment plus any 
import surcharge due on list B-1, B-2, 
or C items (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Feb. 9, 1953, p. 10) must be paid before 
a provisional import slip can be ex- 
changed against an import license. 


The provisional import slip is valid © 


for 14 days except for holders living 
at a distance from the issuing office, 
when it is valid for 21 days. Import 
licenses issued before April 1 will be 
canceled unless exchange contracts un- 
der the new regulations are concluded 
‘by April 14 or 21. 

The 75-percent prepayment, according 
to an official explanation, must be made 
from the importer’s own funds and 
may not be derived from bank credit. 
The advance of funds from the import- 
ing community is expected to reduce 
hoarding of goods or gold and thereby 
to result in an effective deflationary 
impact. 

Import applications for all permitted 
imports, subject to compliance with the 
newly required advance payments, will 
be approved more automatically than 
formerly and quantitative and currency- 
area screening will be virtually aban- 
doned, the Import Office has also an- 
nounced. Screening for price and 
delivery terms, however, will continue, 
and Benteng goods are still restricted 
to Benteng importers. 

These accelerated and simplified pro- 
cedures are expected to assure adequate 
arrivals of consumption goods in time 
for the Lebaran Moslem holiday de- 
mand at the end of June. 

The new procedure appears to be a 
considerable temporary liberalization, 
provided importers can find liquid funds 
for the larger advance payments. 


Permits Import of 


U. S. Products 


India has issued open general license No. XXIX, which permits the 
importation of a wide range of commodities from the United States and 
all other countries except the Union of South Africa. 

The new license replaces open general license No. XXIV which 
expired on March 31 and will be valid until September 30. 


The new general license covers se- 
lected contmodities or groups of com- 
modities from each of the five general 
commodity classifications used by India 
for import-control purposes. 


Some of the items importable from 
the United States are: 


Class I.—Ferrochrome, nickel alloys, loco- 
motive buffers, and certain other iron and 
steel and nonferrous metals and manufac- 
tures. 

Class II.—Roller and taper bearings, gen- 
erators of over 25 brake horsepower, electric 
carbons, specified diesel engine parts. 





Honduras Imposes Local 
Import, Export Taxes 


The National Congress of Honduras 
has imposed taxes on certain merchan- 
dise and traffic passing through the 
District of Amapala, on the south coast 
of Honduras, by a decree effective Feb- 
ruary 24 (taxes shown in U. S. cur- 
rency): 


Traffic.—Upon the arrival or depar- 
ture of a vessel, whether or not regis- 
tered in the District of Amapala, of 4 
to 10 tons, 0.25; 10 to 20, 0.50; 20 to 
50, 1.00; 50 to 100, 1.50; over 100, 2.50. 

Imported Merchandise.—On each 
quintal of foreign or domestic goods 
except construction materials, 0.25; 
each case or carton of beer, containing 
5 dozen half bottles, 0.25; each case or 
carton of soft drinks, containing 7 
dozen, 0.125. 

Freight Bills—For the issuance of 
each freight bill, except bills pertaining 
solely to native products, 0.025. 

Fifty percent of the revenues collec- 
ted from these taxes will be used to 
establish a medical dispensary in Ama- 
pala, and 50 percent for amortiza- 
tion of the outstanding debt on a local 
schoolhouse. 





Paraguay Opens Exchange Quota for Nonessentials 


The Central Bank of Paraguay is- 
sued on March 19 a call for auction 
bids for foreign exchange for the im- 
portation of group IV, luxury or non- 
essential, items, bids to be accepted 
April 10 to 20, 

From a total of about $1,729,000 of 
foreign exchange to be allocated under 
this quota, nearly $1,550,000 is subject 


to possible allocation for imports from 
the United States, depending on whether 
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importers of U. S. goods are among 
the highest bidders. 

This call is the first since the auction 
system was reintroduced in December 
1952, after having been discontinued 
in 1949. Under this system exchange 
for nonessentials is auctioned off to 
the highest bidders. 

The exchange rate for group IV im- 
ports is 30 guaranies to the dollar 
plus the auction premium (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Feb. 23, 1953, p. 
9).—Emb., Asuncion, 





Class III.—Card clothing and card acces- 
sories, roller and taper bearing parts, includ- 
ing nuts, washers, and adapter sleeves, but 
excluding plummer blocks and housings. 

Class IV.—Specified drugs and medicines 


ine oil, unexposed cinema film, technical 
ooks, X-ray film. 


Class V.—Refined sulfur and other listed 
chemicals, hosiery needles, microeardrum 
hearing aids, electromedical apparatus, phe- 
nolic or urea synthetic resins. 

Open general license No, XXIX does 
not include a number, of items’ previous- 
ly importable under the now defunct 
open general license No. XXIV. Many 
of these items are now subject to in- 
dividual licenses, which, for imports 
from the United States, are available 
to qualified Indian importers under 
quotas based on percentages of past 
annual imports. 

Some of these items and the quotas 
established are: 


Fabricated iron and steel sheets for coal 
tubes; galvanized iron sheets for roofing rail 
wagons, 25 percent. 

rude aluminum, including ingots, bars, 
blocks, slabs, billets, shot, and pellets, cer- 
tain metals and nonferrous manufactures and 
semimanufactures and alloys, 50 percent. 

Sodium nitrate, 80 percent. 

Thin-walled bearings for nonvehicular die- 
sel engines; fluxes for gas welding, melting, 
and refining metals; potassium chloride; roc 


phosphate; rotary hoes and tillers, 100 
percent. 


The Government of India has also 
issued open general license No. XXX, 
applicable only to imports from soft- 
currency sources. 

(Details of the new open general 
licenses may be obtained from the Far 
Eastern Division, Office of International 


Trade, Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C.) 





Western Germany To Refund 
Duties on Defective Goods 


Refund of West German import duties 
and taxes paid on merchandise which 
the receiver reexports on the ground 
that it is defective has been authorized, 
according to German trade papers. 

The refund is subject to the following 
conditions: 

@ The merchandise is returned to the 
foreign seller on the basis of a legal 
or contractual obligation to guarantee 
the merchandise against defect. 

e@ A mistake occurred in the order. 

e@ The reexportation was not caused 
by a material fault of the receiver. 

This authorization liberalizes regula- 
tions governing refund of duty on re- 
turned merchandise, 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Export Development Bank 
Now Established in Iran 


Efforts to encourage exports received 
new impetus in Iran with the establish- 
ment on March 11 of the Export De- 
velopment Bank, with headquarters in 
Tehran. 


The Bank has a total capitalization 
of 550 million rials, with a paid-in 
capital amounting to 220 million rials 
supplied by the Bank Melli Iran, which 
is the central bank, Iran Insurance 
Co., and the Plan Organization, the 
administrator of Iran’s 7-year economic 
program. 

The Bank’s fundamental function is 
to develop foreign trade, especially ex- 
ports, by granting credit and assistance 
to exporters and export processors, co- 
ordinating varieties of export articles 
with international standards, and im- 
proving the quality of exports. Control 
boards to be organized by the Bank 
to enforce uniform standards and grades 
for exports will issue certificates for 
this purpose.—Emb. Tehran. 


A copy of the Export Development 
Bank statute is available on loan from 
the Near Eastern and African Division, 
Office of International Trade, Depart- 
— of Commerce, Washington 25, 
xm G4 


BERMUDA 


Lifts Ban on Certain Products 


Lemons and grapefruit may again be 
imported into Bermuda from the United 
States and Canada, by Government no- 
tice No. 97 effective February 7. 


The prohibition on these fruits had 
been in effect since January 5, 1953 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Feb. 9, 
1953, p. 10). 


Sewing machines also may again be 
imported from the United States and 
Canada, by Government notice No. 143, 
effective March 10, and published in the 
Official Gazette of March 14, 


CUBA 


Prohibits Export of Metal Scrap 


Cuba has temporarily prohibited the 
exportation of metal scrap, by decree 
No. 3691, published in the Official 
Gazette of March 26. 

This action was taken, according to 
the decree, because the domestic metal- 
working industries must be assured of 


a supply of scrap for their normal activ- 
ities. 


FRENCH CAMEROONS 


Turnover Tax Increased 
The French Cameroons turnover tax 
has been increased from 3 percent to 6 


percent ad valorem, by an order of 
January 30, 
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This tax is basically an internal busi- 
ness tax, but it is also leviable on im- 
ported goods in addition to the regular 
customs duty. 

Goods imported under the rules of 
temporary admission or those destined 
for local processing or manufacture are 
exempt from the tax.—Journal Officiel, 
Jan., 30, 1953. 


F. EQUATORIAL AFRICA 
Modifies Some Export Duties 


The French Equatorial African export 
duty on cacao beans and sisal and simi- 
lar fibers has been modified, by orders 
of December 10, 1952, and January 7, 
1953, as follows: 


On cacao in the bean or broken the 
duty is increased from 6 percent to 22 
percent ad valorem. On sisal, agave, 
aloe, and maguey it is reduced from 7 
percent to 5 percent ad valorem, and on 
waste of these fibers the duty of 7 per- 
cent is abolished.—Journal Officiel, Jan. 
1 and Feb. 1, 1953. 


GREECE 


Lowers Duty on Some Radio Parts 


The lower import duty of 16 percent 
is now to be applied to certain radio 
spare parts imported into Greece for the 
manufacture of table sets in that 
country, under new instructions issued 
in February. 

These parts are tubes and sockets, 
loudspeakers, fixed and variable con- 
densers, fixed and variable resistors, 
band switches, vibrators,. and metallic 
rectifiers. 

Under the Annecy Protocol to the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
of 1949 Greece made a tariff concession 
classifying radio receiving sets and 
spare parts into two categories for duty 
purposes: A 16-percent ad valorem rate 
was to be applied on parts for the as- 
sembly of receiving sets up to 6 tubes, 
and a 20 percent rate on those with 7 or 
more tubes. 

However, difficulty in differentiating 
these two categories had led customs 
officials to apply the higher 20 percent 
rate to all radio parts. 


MEXICO 
New Items Under Export Control 


Two classifications of the Mexican 
export tariff, rice bran, fraction 25-93, 
and wheat bran, fraction 25-97, have 
been added to the list of items requir- 
ing prior export permits, effective April 
2.—Diario Oficial, Apr. 2, 1953. 








Export Surcharges Reduced 


Ground millet and palm or straw for 
making hats or other articles have been 
granted an 80-percent reduction from 
the 15-percent Mexican ad valorem ex- 


port surcharge, by a decree effective 
March 28, 

The former item is covered under ex- 
port tariff fraction No. 25-95, and the 
latter under fraction No, 28-93.—Diario 
Oficial, Mar. 28, 1953. 


NETHERLANDS 
Signs Agreement With Greece 


A new trade agreement between the 
Netherlands and Greece was signed in 
Athens on February 5 and put into ef- 
fect provisionally on February 1 for a 
period of 1 year. It will be automati- 
cally renewed for an unspecified period 
4f not denounced 2 months before its 
expiration date or at any time by either 
country upon 3 months’ notice. 


The new agreement replaces the 
trade agreement of August 14, 1951, 
but retains its payments provisions, 

Provision is made for a review before 
January 31, 1954, of the quota lists in- 
cluded in the new agreement, as well 
as for consultations that may become 
necessary should changes be made in 
the trade-liberalization program of the’ 
Organization for European Economic 
Cooperation, or should the Benelux 
countries agree to establish a common 
foreign trade policy. 

Each country will permit importation 
of goods valued at $40,000 for exhibition 
at international fairs to be held in the 
territory of the other. 

The agreement is made applicable 
both to metropolitan Netherlands and 
to the dependencies Surinam and the 
Netherlands Antilles, provided the local 
Governments of these dependencies do 
not take exception to it within 3 
months of its date. Formerly the ap- 
proval of any Netherlands trade agree- 
ments by Surinam and the Netherlands 
Antilles was considered automatic. 





Signs Agreement With Israel 


A new trade agreement between the 
Netherlands and Israel and a protocol 
to their existing payments agreement 
were signed in Jerusalem on February 
9. Pending the exchange of formal 
notes between the two Governments 
both agreements were immediately put 
into effect on a provisional basis and 
are to remain in force until January 31, 
1954. 

The trade agreement replaces an 
earlier agreement signed at The Hague 
on July 31, 1951, and includes quota 
lists for goods to be exchanged during 
the year beginning February 1, 1953. 
Provision is made for consultation 
should the Benelux countries agree to 
establish a common foreign trade policy. 

During the operation of the trade and 
payments agreement each country will 
grant import licenses up to a value of 
50,000 guilders (1 guilder—US$0.263) 
for merchandise to be exhibited by na- 


(Continued on Page 16) 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
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Franco-Ethiopian Rail 
Revenues Show Drop 


Franco-Ethiopian Railway operating 
revenues showed a considerable decrease 
in 1952. Passenger-kilometers totaled 
48.6 million, as compared with 51.3 mil- 
lion in 1951,- but passenger revenue 
showed only 89.1 million French francs 
as against 154.7 million in the preceding 
year. : 


The greater difference in this revenue 
reflects the increase in number of pas- 
sengers carried at half fare at the re- 
quest of the Ethiopian Government and 
also the inroads made by air travel on 
the Addis Ababa-Djibouti run in draw- 
ing away many passengers and forcing 
more competitive fares. 


Freight ton-kilometers increased from 
136 million in 1951 to 172 million in 
1952, but freight revenue decreased from 
13 billion francs to 1.0 billion. The aver- 
age rate per ton-kilometer for fast 
freight fell from 20.49 francs to 12.54, 
and for slow freight from 10.43 to 6.11. 


At least three factors accounted for 
the decline in freight. revenue: 

@ The Imperial Highway Authority 
obtained a substantial reduction in rates 
for all imported materials transported 
for the agency. 

@ The railway, at the request of the 
Ministry of Finance, granted a 10-per- 
cent reduction In the rate on oilseed for 
several weeks in the summer when the 
export tax was lifted on oilseed exports 
in order to foster such shipments 
abroad. 

@ A large shift occurred in commodi- 
ties carried. 

Railway mileage remained the same 
in 1952, as no decision had been reached 
On various proposals for the construc- 
tion of extensions. . 


France Authorizes Bond Issue To Finance 
Electrification of National Railroad 


The Societe Nationale des Chemins de 
Fer of France has been empowered to 
issue a new series of bonds to raise 
money for implementation of its 
electrification program. It expects a 
return of 10 billion francs ($28.5 million) 
from the issue. 


The original authority for the loan 
decrees of March 5 and 7, was set forth 
in Loi des Finances of February 7, 
which provided that SNFC might ex- 
pend 11.4 billion francs on new electrifi- 
cation installations from funds to be 
raised by the company’s own capital- 
raising methods or by State-guaranteed 
loans. 

Proceeds from the bond issue are to 
be used to continue the electrification 
program already under way. 


The principal current project in the 
long-term program, originally a part of 
the Monnet Plan, is electrification of 
the Valenciennes-Thionville line in the 
north of France. This line, running along 
and just inside the Belgium border, 
serves a major industrial and mining 
area and is the leading French line in 
freight carried. 

Electrification of the line is expected 
to result in a net saving of 2,380 mil- 
lion francs a year, or an increase in the 
profit-earning capacity of the line of 
about 15 percent, which would be more 
than enough to service and amortize the 
loan. Savings in coal will amount to 
295,000 tons a year. 


New Technique To Cut Costs 


Construction charges of the Valen- 
ciennes-Thionville line are expected to 
be about half those customarily incurred 
in projects of this kind, as the installa- 
tions will make use of a newly developed 
technique which utilizes a 50-cycle in- 
dustrial current of 25,000 volts. This 





Experimental Color TV of Coronation Planned 


Colored television pictures of the Cor- 
onation procession will be transmitted 
experimentally by a British company 
Over lines to hospitals and institutions, 

rding to the London Telegraph of 
ch 27. 

This company, the article states, has 
eget demonstrated colored television 

a mechanical method involving multi- 
Colored spinning discs at both trans- 
Mitting and receiving ends. For the 

mation pictures, however, the me- 
chanical element will be dispensed with 
and an all-electronic system will be 
used. It is said this system has been de- 
veloped in association with an American 
company. 

Arrangements fdr televising the cere- 
Monies to France and other countries 
are now well under way between BBC 
and Radiodiffusion-Television Francais, 
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Present plans are that the BBC signals 
on the 405-line system be carried to 
Dover, picked up again on the French 
side, and sent via the provisional Cassel 
link to Lille and simultaneously by land- 
line to Paris. 

At Paris the transmission will be put 
on for French viewers from the Eiffel 
Tower on two definitions, 441 lines, 
which will need no modification, and 
after conversion, 819 lines; the con- 
verted transmission will be sent to Lille 
by landline. 

Meanwhile Lille, which will have re- 
ceived the BBC signals on 405 lines, 
will pass them and the 819 lines re- 
layed from Paris over landline to Brus- 
sels, where a further conversion to 
625 lines will take place before the 
relay is carried on to Holland and Ger- 
many. 








method has been successfully employed 
on the short Aix-les-Bains/La Roche- 
sur-Foron line since 1951. Its advan- 
tages are that the high voltage lessens 
the number: of substations required and 
greatly reduces the: cable diameter 
needed, thereby permitting a much 
lighter and cheaper catenary structure. 
Also use of power from the general net- 
work will eliminate the need for a 


special power network parallel to the 
track. 


The installation is expected to be 
completed by 1955 at a total cost of 
18 billion francs. 


Calcutta-London Wireless 
Service Inaugurated 


The first wireless telegraph service 
between Calcutta and London was in- 
augurated on March 12. 


This direct circuit is a part of India’s 
5-year plan for modernization of its 
communication services. Previously all 
foreign telegrams except those to Paki- 
stan, Burma, and Ceylon from West 
Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, and Assam were 
transmitted to Bombay for onward 
transmission. 


The country’s oversea communication 
service has greatly improved in the past 
5 years, according to the Communica- 
tions Minister. India had five direct 
services in 1947, whereas it now has 
15 radiotelegraph and radiotelephone 
services to the United Kingdom, the 
United States, Afghanistan, Japan; 
Thailand, Indonesia, China, Australia, 
Egypt, Iran, and U. S. S. R. More than 
30 percent of India’s foreign traffic to 
the United Kingdom is sent from Cal- 
cutta. 








Indonesian Cities To Have 
Automatic Telephones 


Automatic telephone systems will 
be installed in the principal cities of In- 
donesia, according to the Indonesian 
Bureau of Posts, Telephones, and Tele- 
graphs. 

The first city to have this service will 
be Bandung, the capital of the Province 
of West Java, by the end of 1953; the 
second city will be Makassar, capital 
of the Provinée of Sulawesi (Celebes). 

The Director of the P.T.T. believes 
that the telephone system in Djakarta 
will not be changed for at least 5 years. 
Its population has increased fivefold 
since 1940, and the demand for tele- 
phones has increased tenfold. The older 
parts of the city require complete re- 
wiring, and the new outlying districts 
have never been wired. 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 


Ethiopia Developing Its 
Roads, Transport Service 


The Ethiopian Imperial _ Highway 
Authority carried on its work virtually 
unhampered throughout 1952, and the 
roads began to show improvement. Bet- 
ter highways have in turn induced de- 
velopment of truck and bus transport in 
Ethiopia and the importation of more 
vehicles. 


Plans have been advanced for a joint 
Franco-Ethiopian venture in construct- 
ing a highway from Sardo on the Dessie- 
Assab highway to Djibouti. This plan, 
which may materialize within the next 
year or two, would enable truck trans- 
port to compete effectively with the 
railway. 

Plans are also in progress for develop- 
ment of a company to operate a new 
truck service, particularly on the Addis 
Ababa-Assab route, in competition with 
the company that has been dominating 
the route and determining the freight 
rates. 

A company with Ethiopian and Italian 
capital has been organized to systema- 
tize bus services and assure regular 
schedules to many Ethiopian cities and 
to Asmara. 

Vehicles were imported at a rapid 
rate in 1952. Automobile imports num- 
bered 744, as compared with 502 in 1951 
and 234 in 1950. Trucks increased to 
148, as compared with 103 and 43 in the 
preceding two years. 


Railroad Still Important 


The railroad, however, still plays a 
vital part in the country’s economy. Of 
imports entering Ethiopia during the 
calendar year begun on September 11, 
1951, 88 percent by value can be posi- 
tively identified as having entered via 
Kritrean ports or via Djibouti. The 
Franco-Ethiopian Railroad carried 73 
percent of these imports, whereas trucks 





ipping Service Resumed 


The reestablishment of shipping con- 
nections between Spanish ports and the 
Dominican Republic via Puerto Rico 
bas been announced by the Compania 
Transatlantica Espanola. 

Two ships of the Spanish line will 
call at Ciudad Trujillo monthly, one 
proceeding from Bilbao, touching at 
various Atlantic ports, and the other 
starting from Genoa and touching at 
Barcelona and other ports. After Ciudad 
Trujillo these ships may also call at 
Puerto Plata. 

The vessels to be used are the S. S. 
Marques de Comillas and the S. S. 
Magallenes, but the line has announced 
that it may use other ships for this 
service. Travel time between the Do- 
minican Republic and Spain is an- 
nounced as from 10 to 12 days, 
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moved only 15 percent. Similarly, 92 
percent of exports can be identified as 
having departed via the same ports, of 
which the railroad carried 79 percent 
and trucks 13 percent. 


An increase in IHA’s work on the 
principal highways and its extension to 
the secondary roads depends on the 
outcome of new loan applications made 
to the International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development and on the 
availability of tax revenues which the 
Ethiopian Government has promised but 
which so far have been only partially 
released to the agency. 





New Ore-Loading Facilities 
To Operate in Walvis Bay 


A new ore-loading plant at Walvis 
Bay, Southwest Africa, built by the 
Tsumeb Corporation, is nearing comple- 
tion and will shortly go into operation. 

The new facilities, with a loading rate 
of up to 300 tons an hour, will greatly 
expedite the working of ore ships and 
do much to relieve congestion in the 
port. Heretofore ships calling for lead 
and zine concentrates or manganese 
ores have often had long waits while 
the single ore-loading wharf was load- 
ing a ship by buckets. 

Estimated to have cost over £250,000, 
the loading facilities are served by a 
building 1,105 feet long and 48 feet wide 
on the west point of the main wharf 
and with storage space for 30,000 tons 
of ore. 


The ore is fed into a 12-foot deep 
concrete reclaimer tumnel centrally lo- 
cated along the full length of the shed. 
It is then transported in a continuous 
stream along a 30-inch wide conveyor 
belt to the end of the quay. An elevator 
carries it to a 55-foot steel structure 
built on a 20-foot deep concrete pile 
foundation and running 450 feet along 
the wharf. From this point the ore is 
transferred to a gantry running along 
the crane tracks and pours into the 
holds of ships alongside. 

The whole device is electrically oper- 
ated and is nonstop once in motion. 





Nationalized Passenger Bus 
Transport Operates in India 


A nationalized passenger bus trans- 
port system operates in the States of 
Madras, Mysore, and Travancore-Co- 
chin, India. Some of the important 
roads in Travancore-Cochin State are 
monopolized by State Transport buses, 
and a few routes in Madras State re- 
cently have been monopolized by na- 
tionalized buses in Mysore State. Ma- 
dras City is monopolized by State Trans- 
port buses. 

All these State governments have de- 
clared their intention of extending na- 
tionalized passenger bus_ transport 
throughout their States, but extension 
has generally been held up because of 
the costs of such extension, 


Jordan Airport Enlarged 
To Improve Transport 


Three airports are in operation at 
Amman, Jerusalem, and Mafrak, Jor- 
dan, and the first two are being en- 
larged to take heavier planes. One 
international and four regional airlines 
provide a total of more than 2,000 in- 
coming seats a month and connect Jor- 
dan with all foreign airlines. 


Jordan now has 3,194 kilometers of 
roadway, of which about half are sur- 
faced and the remainder dirt, and sev- 
eral thousand kilometers of desert 
tracks passable only in summer. The 
principal arteries, the Amman-Jeru- 
salem and Amman-Damascus highways, 
are in the north. The roads in the south 
are extremely poor. 


The only rail system in Jordan is the 
Hedjaz Railway, which now operates 
only between Amman and Damascus 
for a distance of 368 kilometers. 

The port of Aqaba gives the country 


access to the Red Sea, but it has little 
passenger traffic. 


All tourist travel in Jordan is by road 
or air. 





Egyptian Telecommunication 
Facilities To Be Improved 


A 5-year program of telecommunica- 
tions developments, estimated to cost 
£E5,150,000 has been announced by the 
recently established Coordination Com- 
mitee of the Egyptian Ministry of Com- 
munications charged with developing 
plans for improving communications fa- 
cilities. 

This program in effect collates earlier 
planed developments which had to be 
postponed because of budgetary diffi- 
culties. 


The plan includes the establishment 
of a Cairo-Alexandria coaxial cable, 
construction of a radio receiving and 
transmitting station to replace the 
existing service of Marconi Radio Tele- 
graph Co. of Egypt, four telephone 
exchanges with a total of 28,000 lines 
for Cairo, a 4,000-line telephone ex- 
change for Alexandria, and smaller 
telephone exchanges in Upper and 
Lower Egypt. 





New Radio-Telephotograph 
Service Paris to Tunis 


The first radio-telephotograph service 
between Paris and Tunis was inaugu- 
rated and started operating on March 
27. 

The device used, according to the 
press, is a belinograph, which permits 
the transmission in about 10 minutes 
of any photograph or glocument not ex- 
ceeding 13 by 18 centimeters in size. 


The price of transmission is 3,600 
francs (roughly equivalent to US$10.28). 
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Strong Economies Promote World Trade 
E. E. Schnellbacher 


Assistant Director for Intelligence and Services 
Office of International Trade 


Major fluctuations in United States international trade, such as 
those which characterized the past 3 years, seem unlikely to occur dur- 


ing the year ahead. 


Basic supply scarcities, which explain most of the wide swings in 
both exports and imports, have largely disappeared as a result both of 


the increased production in the United 
States and in the rest of the world and, 
in some cases, a reduced demand for 
them. Expansion in Government and 
private inventories of many com- 
modities has also subsided in this coun- 
try. The prices of most basic items 
moving in world trade have become 
fairly stable. 

With a continuing high rate of do- 
mestic business activity in prospect, it 
is likely that the demand for most im- 
ported goods also will stay high. It 


we 


This is an excerpt from an address 
delivered by Mr. Schnellbacher before 
the New England Export Club, Inc., in 
Boston on Thursday, April 9. 
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would appear that foreign countries 
should thus be able to earn the dollars 
to maintain their purchasing in the 
United States at or near current levels. 

An examination of our changed trad- 
ing position vis-a-vis the various major 


countries also supports the conclusion 


that foreiga expenditures for American 
exports have become better aligned with 
current and prospective dollar incomes. 


Trade Pattern May Change, 
But Same Problems Remain 


While our present trade pattern may 
differ from those of the past 3 years, 
the problems confronting foreign trad- 
ers remain much the same. Still with us 
are the now all-too-familiar barriers to 
trade—tariffs; export, import, and ex- 
change controls; dollar shortages; slow 
collections im certain areas; bilateral- 
ism; and the time-consuming and ex- 
pensive redtape of the world’s custom- 
houses, to mention but a few. And 
today, in addition, competition is becom- 
ing more severe on the markets of the 
world with the resurgence of Germany 
and Japan and the drive of all indus- 
trial nations to reconquer old sales out- 
lets and to redevelop sources of supply. 

These trading problems reflect seri- 
ous difficulties in the structure and 
operations of the economies of many 
countries today. 

The controls imposed by many coun- 
tries are partially the result of a basic 
imbalance between their domestic, or 
internal, economies and external eco- 
nomic conditions. Domestic and exter- 
nal economies are so interrelated that 
no country can afford to consider one 
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of these forces to the exclusion of the 
other. 


Normally, an export creates purchas- 
ing power on the domestic market while 
an import diminishes it. Inflation at 
home lowers a nation’s capacity to ex- 
port, but increases its ability to im- 
port. A nation’s rate of currency ex- 
change is related to its national income 
and welfare. Thus, a rate of exchange 
which overvalues a nation’s currency 
has a tendency to reduce national in- 
come by curtailing exports and en- 
couraging imports and thereby reduc- 
ing the purchasing power—or income— 
of the people. The tendency is reversed 
if the rate of exchange undervalues the 
currency. 


Earlier Trade Was Kept in 
Balance by Market Forces 


Before the depression of the 1930's, 
nations made little effort to protect the 
internal economy from external eco- 
nomic pressures—there was no positive 
attempt to shield domestic business 
from the fluctuations of international 
trade. The two tended to be maintained 
in balance by the free play of private 
market forces operating through the 
automatic gold standard. 

The depression created serious prob- 
lems for all statesmen—unemployment, 
falling production, declining wages, low- 
er profits, interest and rents, industrial 
and agricultural stagnation. Steps were 
taken, in the 1930’s, by many nations 
to shield their economies against im- 
ports from other lands, to foster exports, 
to discourage the flight of capital to 
other shores. Goals were established for 
the domestic economy and controls 
were placed over transactions with oth- 
er countries to prevent foreign com- 
merce from upsetting these goals. 

The depression, accompanied by war- 
fostering conditions in much of the 
world, gave way to a shooting war in 
1939. The all-out war effort called for 
new domestic goals, for the problems of 
the depression-ridden thirties had 
merged into new difficulties. New and 
more far-reaching controls were devised 
to cope with these problems. 

The cessation of hostilities brought no 
general abatement to these controls— 
the United States was almost alone in 
the community of nations in substan- 
tially reducing restrictions. In fact, 
many other countries actually increased 


the number and severity of their con- 
trols, first for the reconstruction effort 
and then to attain specific post-war ob- 
jectives in their domestic economies, 


‘Few Nations Today Could 


Quickly Abolish Controls 


The situation has gone so far today 
that but few nations could quickly 
abolish their controls over international 
economic relationships without serious- 
ly disturbing, or upsetting, their do- 
mestic economies. They have erected a 
wall of Jericho between their own econ- 
omies and those of other nations—a 
wall founded on a miscellany of rules 
and regulations and built up of masses 
of paper forms in quintuplicate, all 
neatly held together by coils of red- 
tape. It is purely coincidental that this 
system adds to the work, and subtracts 
from the profits, of foreign traders. 


The policies pursued on the domestic 
fronts of many countries today that 
make it difficult for them to relax their 
controls on trade stem from various 
causes. For example, to foster prosper- 
ity, some countries are carrying out 
inflationary monetary policies, with rig- 
id exchange rates. Others haye been in- 
creasing taxes and reducing expendi- 
tures in an effort to balance their bud- 
gets. Still others are engaged in exten- 
sive programs of social welfare or are 
under pressure .to strengthen home in- 
dustries and markets by excluding ex- 
ports. The productivity abroad is low 
in many sectors: and prices often are 
noncompetitive. Bilateralism, often 
based on close political ties, narrows 
the field of foreign trade. 

The problem of controls over trade 
adds up to this: The principal obstacles 
to their removal are not characteristic 
of foreign trade itself; these obstacles 
are inherent in the domestic economies 
of nations and in the economic policies 
which governments apply at home. 
Hence, controls cannot be abolished at 
one fell swoop; relaxation can come 
only through changes in domestic pol- 
icies and alterations in home-market 
goals. The problems of foreign trade are 
thus not solely international. Before 


‘things can get better on the foreign 


front, improvements must be effected 
on the domestic front. 


While you may agree with this analy- 
sis of foreign trade difficulties, your 
concern is with the solution. 


Two Lines of Approach Taken 
To Solve Trade Difficulties 


As I see it, two lines of approach to 
the problem would converge at the 
point of solution—one starting with in- 
ternal economies and the other tack- 
ling trade barriers, as such. We can 
work with other nations to improve 
their domestic economies, to strengthen 
their productive capacities so that con- 
trols cease to be needed. We can ne- 
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gotiate with other nations to eliminate 
specific trade barriers, such as visa and 
other documentary requirements and 
discriminatory procedures, and to 
soften and gradually eliminate other 
controls in the expectation that, as a 
result, domestic economies will be so 
strengthened that no further controls 
need be imposed. 

Our foreign trade policy has moved 
along both lines. For example, the Mar- 
shall Plan, or European Recovery Pro- 
gram, has been directed toward 
strengthening the economies of the 
participating countries; and we conduct 
negotiations to effect the elimination or 
relaxation of controls. 

The European Recovery Program is 
being carried out through programing 
machinery designed to promote internal 
economic development. Each nation pre- 
pared its own programs which, in turn, 
were reviewed by an overall agency of 
the Western European nations called 
the Organization for European Eco- 
nomic Cooperation. These plans and 
projects were further analyzed and 
screened by agencies of the United 
States Government. 


Under these programs, now admin- 
istered by the Mutual Security Agency 
under the Mutual Security Act, we 
make goods available to the Europeans 
for the improvement of their domestic 
economies. - 

In the early days of the European 
Recovery Program emphasis was placed 
on raising production from the very 
low levels to which it had fallen during 
World War II, With but few exceptions, 
the European Recovery Program na- 
tions surpassed their prewar produc- 
tion levels within 2 years of the start 
of the program. 


Integrated European Market 
Stressed in Recovery Efforts 


During the second phase of the Mar- 
shall Plan, we have been stressing in- 
tra-European cooperation or integra- 
tion. American officials urged Western 
Europe to complete its recovery efforts 
by working toward the goal of a single 
large European market of some 270 mil- 
lion people. Like America, Europe needs 
large markets to realize the economies 
of large-scale production and distribu- 
tion. 

One of the obstacles to’ European in- 
tegration was the thorny intra-Euro- 
pean payments problem. This problem 
was first approached by the negotiation 
of payments agreements between in- 
dustrial European nations. These agree- 
ments turned out to be less a plan for 
intra-European payments than a sub- 
sidiary means of distributing Marshall 
Plan aid. . 

Dissatisfaction with these payments 
agreements prompted the European 
governments to set up machinery which 
would restore multilateral settlements. 
This machinery, known as the European 
a Union, began operations in 
1950. 

The European Payments Union oper- 


ates as a technical, and not a policy- 
making, agency to facilitate trade 
among the Western European countries. 
It functions under the aegis of the 
Organization for European Economic 
Cooperation and its outstanding char- 
acteristic is its mechanism for clearing 
or settling current accounts among its 
members on a collective basis. 

Britain and France, for example, do 
not attempt to offset their claims bi- 
laterally. Instead, Britain offsets her 
current debts to France with credits 
held in the form of balances of EPU 
currency units. These British balances 
may have arisen from trade surpluses 
with any other EPU country. In short, 
the EPU members balance their Euro- 
pean debits against their European 
credits without regard to the currencies 
of individual nations. ‘ 

The establishment of EPU is a sig- 
nificant accomplishment for which the 
United States, pointing strongly to the 
need for economic integration, deserves 
much credit. 

In the final analysis, European recov- 
ery—which should open up new oppor- 
tunities to American foreign traders 
and under fewer controls—depends 
upon improvements in that area’s com- 
petitive position in relation to the out- 
side world. Europe’s emphasis, there- 
fore, is likely to be on selling more 
goods to markets abroad, including the 
United States. In order to. do this, 
Europe must bring its domestic costs 
down to achieve competitive price levels 
and, if necessary improve its selling 
techniques in foreign markets. 





Controls on International Trade 
(Continued from Page 12) 


tionals at international industries fairs 
held in its territory. This provision does 
not apply, however, to goods excluded 
from the quota lists of the trade agree- 
ment.—Emb., Tel Aviv. 


Admits Additional Italian Goods 


Following a meeting of a mixed com- 
mission in The Hague, the Netherlands 
and Italian Governments on January 20 
signed a protocol which will permit ad- 
mission into the Netherlands of Italian 
goods additional to items provided for 
in their current trade agreement con- 
cluded on March 31, 1951. 

The original agreement was last re- 
vised and extended to May 31, 1953, 
by a protocol dated May 20, 1952. 

Italian exports to the Netherlands 
dropped materially in 1952, reversing 
an earlier favorable trade balance, 
Italy, which has liberalized 98 percent 
of its imports under the trade-liberali- 
zation program of the Organization for 
European Economic Cooperation, has 
found it increasingly difficult to market 
its products in European markets, both 
because of the import restrictions of 
some countries and because of the com- 
petitive difficulties encountered by its 
products, 





MARITIME NOTES | 


The Military Sea Transportation 
Service has announced the signing of 
a new charter for the freighter West- 
ern Ocean and extension of an old 
charter for the SS. Atlanticus. Both 
charters are for a period of 6 to 8 
months at $1,800 a day. 


These Liberty ships are operated re- 
spectively by the General Steamship 
Co. and the Atlantic Cargo Carriers 
Corp., both of New York. 





The new Marivales, Bataan, shipyard 
of the National Steel Shipyards Corp. 
has been officially opened, Philippine 
sources report. 

The yard is equipped with facilities 
for drydocking ships up to 10,000 dead- 
weight tons, a 1,200-foot marginal 
wharf, and slipways for the construc- 
tion of ships and barges. 





The motor vessel Roma has been re- 
fitted as a passenger ship in the Mug- 
giano shipyard at Spezia, Italy, and is 
reported ready to enter regular service 
between Italy, Central America, and 
South America under the Panamanian 
flag. 





Experiments with a new six-bladed 
propeller reportedly are being carried 
out with the T-2 tanker Paoli. The 
screw was put on the ship at Newport 
News, Va. 





The seven Norwegian ships partici- 
pating in the Antarctic whaling expe- 
dition report a total yield of 337,365 
barrels of oil during January. 





The American Hawaiian Steamship 
Co. has asked for bids for conversion 
of three C-4 freighters into American- 
flag combination tanker-ore carrier 
ships. 





A record number of American tour- 
ists visited France in 1952. Figures re- 
leased in. Paris by the French Minister 
of Tourism show that 350,000 Ameri- 
cans went to France last year. 





A steady demand for low-cost student 
travel to Europe this summer is report- 
ed to be building up, but indications are 
that fewer ships will be set aside for 
exclusive use by students than a year 
ago. 

Present reports indicate that only 
three ships with 3,100 berths offering a 
total of four trans-Atlantic round trips 
in June and July are available. 





A total of 38 Norwegian vessels with 
a deadweight tonnage of 86,500 have 
been laid up temporarily because of 
the depressed freight market, according 
to information current in British ship- 
ping circles. 
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German Auto Industry British Coal Prices Show Steady 
Rise, Lead Industrial Cost Trend 


The steady rise in coal prices, which has been a principal feature of 
the British coal industry since late 1950, has continued into 1953, the in- 
land price of coal being increased by approximately 10 percent in March. 

A further rise in ‘industrial costs of production is to be expected 
as a consequence of the higher costs of coal. Gas and electricity rates 


Faces Buyers Market 


The West German automobile indus- 
try may be facing a return to a buyers’ 
market after 4 years of sharply mount- 
ing sales. 

Production of motor vehicles tripled 
between 1949 and 1952, rising from 
163,600 units to 428,500 units in those 
years. Increasing stocks and a more- 
than-seasonal decline in sales during the 
winter of 1952-53, however, indicate 
that the rate of increase may not be 
maintained in 1953. 


Apparently the urgent demand has 
been largely satisfied and many poten- 
tial buyers are holding back in the 
expectation of lower prices. On the 
other hand, price decreases may stimu- 
late sales. . 


Among the 13 passenger car manufac- 
turers in the Federal Republic, by far 
the largest is the Volkswagenwerk, 
which produced 125,054 cars in 1952 and 
accounted for more than 39 percent of 
total output, compared with 36 percent 
in 1951. Second is an American-owned 
firm, which produced 66,733 cars, or 21 
percent of the total, in 1952. Daimler- 
Benz, with over 11 percent, is third, and 
another American firm, with about 
10 percent, is fourth. 


More Motor Vehicles in Use 


The number of motor vehicles in 
Western Germany now substantially 
exceeds the 1938 level. More than twice 
as many trucks were registered in 1952, 
493,733, compared with 215,162 in 1938; 
and 27 percent more passenger Cars, 
903,575, compared with 714,458. 


Nevertheless, there was only 1 vehicle 
per 34 persons in Western Germany 
(motorcycles excluded), compared with 
1 vehicle per 3 persons in the United 
States, 15 persons in the United King- 
dom, 16 persons in France, and 17 per- 
sons in Sweden. These figures indicate 
that the German market may be far 
from the saturation point. 

In spite of sharper competition in for- 
eign markets, the West German auto- 
mobile industry increased its exports to 
a value of about 1 billion deutsche- 
marks in 1952 (about $238,000,000), a 
tenfold increase over the 1949 figure, 
and an increase of about 30 percent over 
that of 1951. 

European countries took 75 percent, 
the best customer being Belgium-Lux- 
embourg, followed by Sweden, Switzer- 
land, and the Netherlands. The best 
oversea markets were Brazil, taking 
7 percent, and Argentina,. 4 percent. 
The only major markets showing a 
decline in purchases from 1951 to 1952 
were France and Brazil. 

Imports of motor vehicles were valued 
at about $11,000,000 in 1952, about half 
of which represented spare parts, 
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probably will be revised upward to re- 
flect higher coal prices. In addition, 
treight rates will be adjusted to cover 
the higher costs of coal consumed un- 
less the yearly operating losses which 
the British railways have incurred since 
nationalization are to be enlarged. The 
steel industry has already requested 
and received an addition to the con- 
trolled prices of iron and steel products 
to compensate for higher production 
costs resulting from the rise in coal 
prices. 

Inflation of operating costs owing to 
increased charges for power, either by 
direct consumption of coal or by the 
use of gas or electricity, and greater 
costs of semimanufactures used in the 
productive process, at this time are 
considered especially unfortunate, be- 
cause the United Kingdom is encounter- 
ing intensified competition in foreign 
markets, particularly from Western 
Germany and Japan. 

In prior years, coal prices were in- 
creased mainly to meet new wage con- 
cessions, but the latest rise in the price 
of coal largely reflected higher opera- 
ting expenses incurred in mining coal. 

As coal prices were not adjusted in 
1952 to compensate for higher operating 
expenses, the British Coal Board 
operated at an estimated loss of £10,- 
000,000. However, the new prices are 
expected to permit the board to operate 
without further loss this year. 


Productivity Declined in 1952 


Although costs of materials increased 
to some extent in the latter part of 
1952, the effect of lower productivity in 
the last 3 months of the year, and the 
extra expense of intensified efforts dur- 
ing 1952 to raise production, were the 
most significant factors leading not 
only to further inflation of inland coal 
prices, but also to substantial loss by 
the coal industry. 

Productivity, in terms of output per 
manshift, both overall and at the coal 
face, and in terms of output per man 
per year, was lower in 1952 than in 
1951; consequently, costs per ton of 
coal mined, particularly wage charges, 
were higher. In addition, the Coal 
Board’s efforts to raise coal production 
raised the costs of producing marginal 
tonnages of coal. 

The problem of marginal costs of pro- 
duction is aggravated in the United 
Kingdom because a certain percentage 
of each increase in output comes from 
mines that, but for the urgency of 





getting greater tonnages of coal, would 
be closed as being uneconomic pro- 
ducers. In these pits each extra ton 
of production is obtained at a con- 
stantly increasing cost. 

There is considerable feeling, as a 
result of this latest upward revision of 
coal prices, that the Government must 
take action to prevent any further sub- 
stantial increase in coal prices. The 
consensus is that the Coal Board must 
concentrate in the immediate future 
upon raising productivity in the pits. 

Output and Exports Improve 

United Kingdom coal production in 
the first 2 months of 1953 amounted to 
36,751,000 tons, as compared with 36,- 
431,000 tons in the like period of 1952. 

Exports reached 2,248,000 tons in the 
2-month period, an increase of 722,000 
tons over shipments in January and 
February 1952. So far this year there 
has been a marked upturn in exports of 


coal to Denmark and Italy—Emb., 
London. 


Portugal Allocates Funds for 
Expanding Chemical Plants 


Portugal’s new Six-Year Plan for eco- 
nomic development includes an alloca- 
tion of 165,000 contos for further ex- 
pansion of existing ammonium—sulfate 
plants. 


Although superphosphate is produced 
in sufficient quantities, the Government 
observes that there is considerable need 
for expanded output of nitrogenous ma- 
terials. 


The rate of consumption is increas- 
ing, but it is still far below that of 
other countries. Furthermore, the 
country must depend on foreign sources 
for adequate supplies, which is a drain 
on exchange reserves and may mean 
shortages in periods of international 
emergency. : 

It is hoped to increase annual output 
to 114,000 metric tons, which is esti- 
mated to be approximately sufficient for- 
national requirements. This 
is expected to be achieved in the first 
4 years of the plan, but the success of 
the project is directly linked to the 
major program of hydroelectric plant 
development, as the supply and cost of 
electric power is a principal factor. 
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German Pear and Apple 
Crops Reach New High 


Record crops of apples and pears 
were harvested in Western Germany 
in 1952 for the second time in 3 years. 
Production of apples: in 1952 totaled 
1,349,000 metric tons, compared with 
1,071,300 tons in 1951. Pear production 
amounted to 534,900 tons, as against 
266,100 tons in 1951. 


Production of all fruits in 1952 
amounted to 2,652,400 tons, compared 
with 1,938,600 tons in 1951. 


Despite the larger domestic supplies 
of fruit and producers’ pressure for 
increased import limitations, imports of 
fruits were maintained at a higher level 
than in the preceding years. Of a total 
of 881,000 metric tons, about 410,000 
tons were deciduous, 370,000 tons tropi- 
cal, 77,000 tons dried fruits, and 24,000 
tons processed fruits. 


The United States share of this im- 
port trade was small, and was made up 
almost entirely of dried prunes and 
raisins, imported with the use of Mu- 
tual Security Agency funds and under 
special barter deals involving German 
products—beer, wines, milk, canned 
hams—for use of U. S. installations in 
Germany. 

Prospects for future imports of U. S. 
fresh and dried fruits remain un- 
changed. Even if U. S. prices should 
become competitive, there appears to 
be little probability that “free” dollars 
will be released for imports of fresh 





Small Italian Passenger Car 
Shows Latest Innovations 


Fiat has unveiled its latest innova- 
tion in the passenger car field, the new 
1100 model. This medium size automo- 
bile is a four-passenger four-door sedan 
with several mechanical improvements, 
compared with the old 1100, which it 
has replaced. 

The 4-cylinder engine has a counter- 
balanced crankshaft, new fuel feed and 
carburetion system, improved power 
and consumption curves, and a new 
suspension of the power unit. The 
speed is over 70 miles per hour. 

The new car has independent wheel 
suspension in front, flat leaf springs at 
rear, both of new design, to improve 
springing and road holding. 

The rear axle casing is also entirely 
new, having hypoid final drive gears, 
and a smaller transmission shaft tun- 
nel, and. the whole is described as being 
more rugged and quiet running. The 
steering gear also has been redesigned. 
The gear lever is situated underneath 
the steering wheel. 

The body, which is about 220 pounds 
lighter and more compact than that of 
the previous model 1100E, ig stream- 
lined. 


or citrus fruits as long as _ supplies 
are available from soft currency sources. 
Barter transactions, therefore, continue 
to offer the only opportunity for bring- 
ing U. S. fruits back into the German 
market, 


Although individual transactions have 
still to be negotiated, discussions be- 
tween MSA and German officials have 
been underway involving such barter 
transactions for 1952-55 to an extent 
of approximately $5,000,000. These 
transactions will likewise involve an 
exchange of export surpluses in the 
United States against surpluses on the 
German market, which can be readily 
used in U. S. installations. 





Brazil Contracts for 
New Chemical Plants 


Contracts were signed in Brazil in 
March 1953 with a group of French 
banks for financing the project of Cia. 
Nacional de Alcalis for large-scale pro- 
duction of soda ash and caustic soda at 
Cabo Frio. 


Foreign financing is reported to be 
equivalent to $12,000,000, to be expended 
for imported machinery and equipment, 
The National Bank for Economic Devel- 
opment will undertake to provide 180,- 
000,000 cruzeiros to meet local currency 
expenditures. The Bank also will act 
as supervising agent for the Brazilian 
Government. 


The proposed plant, which will use 
the Solvay process, is scheduled to pro- 
duce eventually 100,000 metric tons of 
soda ash and 40,000 tons of caustic soda 
annually, as well as various byproducts. 
However, it is pointed out that part of 
the soda ash will be used for causticizing 
purposes. 

Production for consuming industries 
would be substantially less than the 
total of 140,000 tons. Since annual re- 
quirements of alkalies are about 160,000 
tons and the annual rate of increase is 
estimated at 15 percent, the factory, 
even when it reaches capacity, can meet 
only about 60 percent of domestic needs. 

Imports of soda ash and caustic soda 
totaled approximately 110,000 tons in 
1952, which, however, is not a repre- 
sentative period. Because of the scarcity 
of supplies on the market at the begin- 
ning of the year and the acute shortage 


of foreign exchange later, Brazil could . 


not purchase the quantities desired. 
Annual average imports of alkalies in 
1950 and 1951 were 155,000 tons. 


The plant has been studied for several 
years, and supporters of the project 
believe that it would save large amounts 
of foreign exchange. Some doubts have 
been expressed over the desirability of 
locating the plant at Cabo Frio because 
the necessary raw materials are not 
believed readily available in sufficient 
quantities. Electric power also will have 
to be provided in an area already lack- 
ing sufficient industrial power resources, 


Belgian Fish Catch 


And Trade Increase 


The Belgian fish catch in 1952 
amounted to 62,215 metric tons, the 
highest since 1947, when the catch 
totaled 75,370 tons. Following 1947 there 
was a steady decrease until 1952. The 
1952 catch was 10,730 tons more than 
the small 1951 total. An increase was 
realized in 1952 for all types of fish and 
shell fish, except sole, haddock, and 
plaice. 

Belgian fishing is not limited to the 
North Sea; a large part is done in 
Icelandic waters. The catch of Icelandic 
fish amounts to about 40 percent of the 
total. 


Imports of fish during 1952 totaled 
60,927 tons, which was 1,167 tons larger 
than in the preceding year and 723 tons 
more than in 1950. Imports of canned 
fish, included in the total, amounted 
to 10,883 tons in 1952, compared with 
8,720 tons in 1951 and 15,198 tons in 
1950. 


The Netherlands supplied the largest 
amount of fresh, salted, smoked, and 
shell fish. Portugal, Canada, and the 
United States were the principal ship- 
pers of canned fish. 


Exports of fish of all types amounted 
to 8,508 tons during 1952, or 1,815 tons 
more than in 1951. The chief increases 
were in exports of fresh fish, mainly to 
the United Kingdom, France, the 
Netherlands, Western Germany, Swit- 
zerland and Czechoslovakia. 


Exports of salted and smoked fish 
also increased during 1952 as compared 
with previous years, the main destina- 
tion being the Belgian Congo. Exports 
of canned fish decreased during the past 
year as compared with preceding years, 
totaling only 519 tons. This was about 
half as much as in 1951 and only 40 
percent of the 1950 exports of canned 
fish, 





German Beer Exports Higher 


Exports ef beer yielded about $8,000,- 
000 for Western Germany in 1952, an 
increase of about 7 percent over 1951. 
The United States was the best cus- 
tomer, acounting for 13 percent of the 
total value in 1952, despite the fact 
that German beer in the United States 
is about 3 times as expensive as domes- 
tie beer. 

Germany’s beer trade felt the impact 
of British Commonwealth import re- 
strictions in 1952. British West Africa, 
traditionally Germany’s largest custo- 
mer, purchased less beer than in 1951, 


Belgium, the largest customer in 
Europe, bought substantially more beer 
in 1952 than in 1951. Other important 
customers were Thailand, Anglo-Egyp- 
tian Sudan, Malaya, Ceylon, and India. 
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Britain Introduces New Model Sports Car 


The Rootes Group of Great Britain 
has introduced its new sports car, the 
Sunbeam Alpine in March 1953. The 
design of the car has been developed 
from the Sunbeam Talbot ‘90’ model 
which has been successfully used in 
recent years in international car rallies. 

Built especially for the United States, 
Canadian, and Caribbean areas, the car 
is expected by its manufacturers to be 
a big potential dollar earner. The chair- 
man of the Rootes Group estimates that 
the model will earn £3,500,000 in dollars 
in 1953. Though the car has not yet 
been shown in public, more than 1,000 
have already been sold. 


The basic price is the same as that 
of the convertible, £895 (£1—US$2.80). 


Five of these cars are reported to 
have reached the United States for 
exhibition in Los Angeles, San Fran- 
cisco, and New York. 


No date has been fixed for the indro- 
duction of the Sunbeam Alpine to the 
home market in Britain, but owing to 
the transatlantic demand it is not likely 
to be available for some time. The new 
model will have no effect on production 
of the Sunbeam Talbot ‘90’, which will 
continue to be available for both the 
home and export markets. 





Panama Expected Tolncrease 
Cement Production in 1953 


The outlook for cement production in 
Panama in 1953 is considered excellent. 
The firm manufacturing standard port- 
land cement expects to raise production 
to approximately 2,400,000 bags of 94 
pounds each. 


Production totaled 2,179,981 bags of 
94 pounds each in 1952. The plant has 
an annual rated capacity of 2,400,000 
bags. According to officials of the com- 
pany, approximately 49 percent of this 


production was exported, 34 percent was 
sold domestically, and 17 percent was 
sold to the Canal Zone. 


The following table presents a break- 
down of Panamanian portland cement 
exports for the period January to Sep- 
tember 1952. Quantities are in 94-pound 
bags. 








Destination Quantity 
RR: TU i a sini caclastincibedssnoceguionnsts 317,010 
OS a eae ae 99, 
ace i Ae ACT aS, FS 427,891 
Honduras 36,800 
ORR” Fiesanssiasighorcnentttniainiapidne 75,630 
STEIN dnsocicliliiuaunsianiadsieithapeaaidanostniieee . 131,591 

- | ae 


Source: Dept. of Statistics and 
Census, Panama 

Panamanian imports of gray portland 
cement in 1952 were negligible. Imports 
of white cement, however, totaled 930,- 
000 pounds for that year. The United 
States supplied 40 percent of this 
amount, Denmark and the Netherlands 
each 21 percent, Great Britain 15 per- 
cent, and Belgium 3 percent. 


AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 


Finnish Auto Imports Increase 


Finland imported 26,448 automobiles, 
trucks, and buses and 17,495 motorcycles 
in 1952 compared with 18,634 and 3,360, 
respectively, in 1951. 

At the end of November 1952, 103,863 
Passenger cars, trucks, and buses and 
29,646 motorcycles were in operation in 
comparison with 83,942 and 14,139, re- 
spectively, at the beginning of the year, 
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CHEMICALS > 
British. To Recover More Sulfur 


Oil refineries in the United Kingdom 
are expected to obtain sulfur from 
petroleum gases at the rate of 22,000 
long tons annually by June 1953. Ope 
recovery plant with an annual capacity 
of 10,000 tons has been operating for 
several months, and another with a 
capacity of 12,000 tons is scheduled to 
begin production in June. A smaller 
plant will be completed in 1954. 

Statutory control over the supply and 
use of sulfur, except for the manufac- 
ture of sulfuric acid, was removed in 
February 1953. 


Canadian Baryte Output Rises 


Nova Scotia produces about 98 per- 
cent of the barytes mined in Canada. 
Output of 134,045 tons in 1952 was 
41,215 tons more than that of 1951, 
and virtually the entire amount was 
produced by Canadian Industrial Min- 
erals, Ltd., at Walton. 

Maritime Barytes, Litd., conducted 
large bulk tests in its plant at Brook- 
field for the recovery of white barytes, 
but production was only 853 tons. 


German Fertilizer Use Limited 


The upward trend of fertilizer prices 
in the Federal Republic of Germany 
is expected to retard consumption to 
some extent, but farm management 
experts point out that increased use 
of fertilizers is still profitable, 

Although the rate of consumption is 
higher than that of many countries, 
optimum levels have not been reached. 
However, it is considered likely that 
the reduced targets of the Federal 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture, and For- 
estry will be attained in the 1952-53 
season. 


FOODSTUFFS 
Canadian Fish Catch Down 


Canada’s overall landings of sea fish 
declined 10 percent in 1952 from a year 
earlier, and the landed value was down 
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12 percent, mainly as a result of strikes 
among British Columbian herring and 
salmon fisheries. 


The total 1952 Canadian catch 
amounted to 1,174,797,000 pounds valued 
at $63,987,000, compared with 1,309,037,- 
000 pounds worth $72,437,000 in 1951. 

The short-term outlook for Canada’s 
fishing industry is bleak owing to price 
breaks for fish fillets and canned salmon 
caused mainly by an overabundance of 
stocks. However, officials appear opti- 
mistic that the long-range picture for 
the fisheries industry is bright. 


Canada May Import Chicken 


Canada may require imports of about 
4,000,000 pounds of chicken and fowl 
before June 1953, as year-end stocks 
were 12,000,000 pounds less than at the 
close of 1951. 

Although an official estimate was not 
available on February 17, 1953, Cana- 
dian production of poultry meat in 1952 
may have been slightly larger than the 
1951 total of 346,000,000 pounds. Prices 
attractive to consumers increased 
domestic consumption sufficiently to 
absorb the production. 


PAINTS AND PIGMENTS 


India Studies Pigment Output 


Interest continues to be shown in 
Government circles in India in the 
plant of Travancore Titanium Products, 
Ltd., the Indian press states. 


The company applied to the Indus- 
trial Finance Corporation for a loan, 
but the directors of that corporation 
found that the plant’s ,manufacturing 
costs were too high to enable its prod- 
ucts to compete with foreign supplies. 

The Ministry of Commerce and In- 
dustry has referred the matter to the 
Tariff Commission. The Ministry made 
certain suggestions designed to reduce 
production costs, but the company has 





-not yet agreed to them, it is stated. 


TOBACCO 


Norway Buys U. S. Tobacco 


Norway’s tobacco import require- 
ments- in 1953 are estimated at 4,000 
to 4,500 tons, of which about 90 per- 
cent, from 3,600 to 4,000 tons, will be 
purchased from the United States. 

Consumption of raw tobacco in Nor- 
wegian factories increased 3.5 percent 
from 4,226 metric tons in 1951 to 4,325 
tons in 1952, and a moderate increase 
is expected for 1953. 

Imports of leaf tobacco into Norway 
in 1952 amounted to 4,074 tons, com- 
pared with 3,788 tons in 1951. Nor- 
wegian imports of U. S. tobacco have 
remained fairly constant, about 85 per- 
cent for the past 5 years, ’ 

Stocks of tobacco at the end of 1952 


were down to a minimum of less than 
4,000 tons, 
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Iraq Offers Crude Oil 
For Sale in 1954 


* The Iraq Government offers to sell 
during 1954 all or part of the following 
quantities (tons) of Iraqi crude oil 
produced from the Kirkuk, Ain Zalah, 
and Zubair fields: 


Kirkuk Ain Zalah Zubair 
. available available available 
Period atTripoli at Tripoli at Fao, 


onse and Banias and Banias Persian Gulf 
ist quarter ....700,000 


40,625 100,000 
2d quarter ......712,500 40,625 100,000 
3d quarter ...... 712,500 40,625 100,000 
4th quarter ....725,000 40,625 100,000 


Offers will be accepted until May 31, 
1953. 

Interested buyers are requested to 
indicate prices offered per ton of crude 
oil f.o.b. seaboard terminal, quantities 


of oil desired, and currency in which 
payment will be effected. Preference 
will be given to those who pay in scarce 
currencies. 


Purchasers are required to deposit a 
bank guaranty to the amount of 1 per- 
cent of the value of the crude oil to be 
purchased, and the guaranty is to be 
valid up to July 31, 1953. The Govern- 
ment will notify the purchaser before 
July 15, 1953, whether his offer is ac- 
cepted. 

The Iraq Government will consider 
offers for purchasing Iraqi crude oil 
for periods extending over 1 year. 

Interested firms are invited to apply 
to the Ministry of Economics, Baghdad, 
Iraq, or the Embassy of Iraq, 2101 
Le Roy Place NW., Washington, D. C., 
for terms and conditions of sale and 
qualities of the crude oils. 





Ceylon Wants To Purchase 
Earth-Moving Equipment 


The Ministry of Transport and 
Works, Colombo, Ceylon, invites bids 
until June 17, 1953, for the supply and 
delivery of earth-moving equipment, 
such as diesel-powered crawler-type 
tractors, diesel-driven motor graders, 
tractor with scraper unit suitable for 
long-distance haulage, sheepsfoot tamp- 
ing roller unit, tractor-mounted excava- 
tor, diesel-driven dumpers, and spare 
parts for the above equipment. 

A copy of the bidding conditions and 
specifications is available for review 
purposes on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
Copies may also be obtained on applica- 
tion to the Ceylon Embassy, 2148 Wyo- 
ming Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 


Bids should be sent to the Chairman, 
Tender Board, Ministry of Transport 
and Works, Colombo, Ceylon. 


20 


Syria Invites Bids 
For Diesel Buses 


The Electricite, Eaux et Tramways 
D’Alep, Aleppo, Syria, is inviting bids 
for the supply and delivery of five 
diesel buses, having a total capacity of 
50 passengers, 30 seated and 20 stand- 
ing. These buses are for the municipal 
transportation system of Aleppo. Bids 


are invited on buses with and without 


complete body installation. 

A copy of the tender notice, in 
French, may be obtained for review 
purposes on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to Elec- 
tricite, Eaux et Tramways D’Alep, 8 
Avenue Malek Faical, Aleppo, “Syria. 





Thailand Delays Buying 
Steel Rails, Turnouts 


The State Railway of Thailand has 
announced that procurements covering 
steel rails and accessories and 200 sets 
of simple turnouts have been suspended, 
as it is believed that the 60-pound steel 
rail is insufficient. The State Railway, 
at a later date, will draw up new speci- 
fications covering 70-pound steel rails. 


The State Railway invitation to bid 
on 15 Pacific-type steam locomotives 
and 60 Mikado-type steam locomotives, 
and 25 sets of level crossing barriers 
remains unchanged. The closing date 
for receipt of bids on the locomotives 
is May 7, 1953, and the bid deadline 
for the level crossing barriers is May 
8, 1953. 


This procurement was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, February 9. 





Tangier in Market for 
Heavy-Duty Motor Launch 


The Tangier Customs is ihviting bids 
until May 1, 1953, for the supply of 
a motor launch, suitable for navigation 
on the high seas even in rough weather. 
The principal characteristics of the 
motor launch desired are as follows: 
Length—13 to 14 meters; maximum 
speed—20 knots; motor—diesel or gaso- 
line. 

Offers should be addressed to the Di- 
rection des Douanes au Port, Tangier. 


Bid Deadline Extended on 


Belgian Congo Transmitter 


The deadline for receipt of bids cov- 
ering the supply of a 50-kw. shortwave 
transmitter for the Belgian Congo has 
been extended to April 28, 1953. 


A notice concerning this procurement 


was published in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, March 23, page 10. . 








Swiss Friends Pian 


Tour of U. S. 


SFUSA (Swiss Friends of the 
United States of America), a 
Swiss businessmen’s club, known 
for its efforts in the promotion 
of friendly trade relations be- 
tween Switzerland and the United 
States, is planning its seventh an- 
nual tour to the United States. 


Scheduled to arrive in New 
York on May 3, the group will be 
in the United States until May 
31. The itinerary includes New 
York, Washington, Baltimore, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Rochester, 
Great Barrington, Boston, Hart- 
ford, Manchester, and Stamford. 

The tour leader is Alphonse 
Haettenschwiller, who during the 
war years was a member of the 
Swiss _Legation in Washington, 
and is now in private business in 
Zurich. 











New Zealand in Market for 


Electrical Transformer 


Bids are invited until July 14, 1953, 
by the State Hydro-Electric Depart- 
ment, Wellington, New Zealand, for the 
supply and delivery of one 5,000 kv.-a. 
33 kv. voltage regulating transformer, 
for use at the Blenheim Substation. 


Specifications, identified as Contract 
No. 224, are obtainable for review pur- 
poses on loan from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
the Office of the Commercial Counsel- 
lor, New Zealand Embassy, 1346 Con- 
necticut Avenue NW., Washington 6, 
Dy A. 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Secretary, Tenders Committee, State 
Hydro-Eelectric Department, Welling- 
ton, New Zealand. 





lran Extends Deadline on 
Fruit-Drying Equipment 


The Seven-Year Plan Organization of 
Iran has announced that the deadline 
for the receipt of bids covering fruit- 
drying equipment has been extended 
from April 1, 1953, to June 6, 1953. 

As noted’ in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, February 9, a copy of the bidding 
conditions and specifications is obtain- 
able for review purposes on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Bids should be addressed to the Sup- 
ply and Procurement Administration of 
the Plan Organization, Avenue Estakhr, 
Tehran, Iran. 
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Syria Asks Bids for 
Generating Equipment 


The Electricite, Eaux et Tramways 
D’Alep, 8 Avenue Malek Faical, Aleppo, 
Syria, is inviting bids for the mechani- 
cal and electrical material necessary 
for construction of the first section of 
an electrical generating plant of 30,000- 
kw. output. This initial equipment will 
consist primarily of two turbines, either 
steam or gas, with a capacity of 5,000 


kw. each, plus accessories. Bids are to 
include installation. 


A copy of the bidding conditions and 
specifications, in French, is obtainable 
for review purposes on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, U. S. 


Department of Commerce, Washington 
2D. C. 





Thailand Railway Invites 
Bids for Bearing Springs 


The State Railway of Thailand has 
announced that it is inviting bids until 
May 7, 1953, for the supply of 10,000 
kilograms of laminated bearing springs, 
size 7/16” x 4”, in lengths of 5 to 6 
meters; and 10,000 kilograms of ribbed 
bearing springs, size %” x 4”, in lengths 
of 5 to 6 meters. 

Bid forms and specifications (Tender 
No. 96070) may be obtained from the 
Stores Division, The State Railway of 
Thailand, Bangkok, Thailand. 


Further details regarding specifica- 
tions may be obtained from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 





Iranian Institute Invites 


Bids for Generator. Sets 


The Iranian Tobacco Monopoly Insti- 
tute, Tehran, Iran, imvites bids until 
May 16, 1953, for 3 diesel generator 
sets. 


Conditions for bidding and specifica- 
tions are available from the Iranian 
Embassy, 3005 Massachusetts Avenue, 
NW., Washington, D. C., 

Bids should be sent direct to the 


Registration Department of the Insti- 
tute in Tehran. 


Egypt Seeks New Markets 
For Textiles and Yarns 


Egypt is reported to be in a position 
to export approximately 10,000 tons of 
cotton textiles and cotton yarns vary- 
ing from count 1.5 to count 120. 

Further details may be obtained from 
the Bureau of the Egyptian Commer- 
cial Counsellor, Egyptian Embassy, 2310 
Decatur Place NW., Washington 8, D. C. 


April 20, 1953 





Egypt Furnishes List 
Of Exportable Items 


The Egyptian Embassy in Washing- 
ton, has furnished the Department of 
Commerce with the following list of 
commodities which may be exported 
from Egypt: 


@ Commodities not requiring export 
licenses (against quotas)—Candies, 
fresh and dehydrated onions, potatoes, 
garlic, canned vegetables, carbon diox- 
ide, rugs (machine made), raw and 
tanned lamb leathers, raw and tanned 
goat leathers, rice straw, cotton yar 
waste, and dried dates. 


@ Commodities requiring .export li- 
censes — Metal products, metal scrap 
(excluding iron scrap), silver and silver- 
plated jewelry, silver and silver-plated 
objects of art, glycerin, leather products, 
hassocks, animal lime phosphate, ivory 
ware, and inlaid ivory articles. 


® Commodities to be exported against 
quotas — Beeswax, cement, alcohol, 
tanned leather, rice starch, animal 
charcoal ashes, horns and hoofs. 

@ Commodities which may be ex- 
ported after consideration by the ap- 
propriate authorities — Oxygen, acety- 
lene, locally made soap, corn and rice 
waste products, pyrite dust, and mining 
products. 

Detailed information may be obtained 
from the Bureau of the Egyptian Com- 
mercial Counsellor, Egyptian Embassy, 


2310 Decatur Place NW., Washington 
8, D. C, 





LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITY 











Machinery: 


Australia—G. P. Newland & Com- 
pany Pty. Limited (manufacturer of 
general and textile machinery), 269 
Military _Road, Cremorne, Sydney, 
wishes to manufacture textile machin- 
ery under U. S. license in Australia. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C 


Cement: 


Netherlands—Pieter K. Kooiman 
(manufacturer’s agent), 119 Westeinde, 
Enkhuizen, offers to export direct or 
through agent Portland cement, 100 
metric tons to shipload lots, packed 
in strong, valve type 50-kilogram paper 
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bags. Specifications: Ordinary, ASTM 
C.150-49 type I, BSS 12/1947 and 
AFNOR P 15302 CPA 250/315; low 
heat, ASTM C.150-49 type II and BSS © 
1370/1947; and rapid hardening, 
ASTM C.150-49 type III. All ship- 
ments are «guaranteed to conform to 
the specifications of the American So- 
ciety for Testing Materials (ASTM 
C.150-49 type I, Il, or III), the British 
Standard Specifications (BSS 12/1947 
or 1370/1947), and the French Specifi- 
cations (AFNOR P 15302 CPA 250/315 
or Super). 


Chemicals: 


Belgium—Fontaine-Beauvois S. P. R. 
L. (manufacturer, exporter), 3 rue de 
la Fenderie, Charleroi, offers to export 
direct an anti-rust product, applicable 
on steel before painting. Inspection 
available at factory at buyer’s expense. 
Correspondence in French preferred. 


Clothing and Accessories: 


France—Etablissements Lore-Bat 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, and ex- 
porter), Maison des Lazaristes, Dax, 
Landes, offers to export direct or 
through agent each month 10,000 pairs 
of hand-made canvas shoes or sandals, 
made with jute soles (known as “Es- 
pradrilles des Pyrenees”), for men, wom- 
en, and children and suitable for street, 
sport, and beach wear. Inspection avail- 
able in Dax, Landes, France, at buyer’s 
expense. _ 

Japan—lIgarashi Trading Co. (export 
merchant), No. 57 5-chome, Kitanaka- 
dori, Naka-ku, Yokohama, offers to ex- 
port direct annually 100,000 dozens of 
printed silk scarves and piece goods 
made to order. 


Compounds: 

England—Allen Agencies Limited 
(manufacturer’s agent), 7-8 Station Ap- 
proach, Gerrards Cross, Buckingham- 
shire, offers to export direct or through 
agent “Amianco” caulking compound, 
suitable for cast iron and concrete pipes, 
tunnels, and steel pilings. Illustrated 


literature and price information avail- 
able.* 


Electrical Equipment: 


Norway—A/S Per Kure, Norsk Motor 
og Dynamofabrik (manufacturer), 22- 
24 Universitetsgaten, Oslo, offers to ex- 
port direct (1) approximately 6 current 
limiting reactors monthly; (2) 3-phase 
distribution transformers; and (3) 
power transformers. Official inspection 
not available in Norway. Additional in- 
formation available.* Please specify 
item number when making request. 

Enamels: 

Netherlands—J. L. H. Smits & Co, 
Verffabrieken, N.V. (manufacturer), 
Wapenveld, Gelderland, offers to export 
direct gasoline-resistant baking enamels 
for exterior and interior coating of 
gasoline cans, quality in accordance 
with requirements of the British Army 
specifications C.S. 1685 B with appen- 
dixes, quantity according to order. Sam- 
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ples available from Netherlands firm 
for inspection purposes. 

Furs: 

Ethiopia—Evangelos Mourelatos (ex- 
port merchant), P.O. Box 210, Addis 
Ababa, offers to export @irect each 
month 150 skins of leopard (Somali- 
land, light Ethiopian, and dark Ethi- 
opian), serval, wallaby, and monkey, 
and 300 otter skins, packed in jute bags 
with moth balls. 


Hardware: 


Belgium—S. P. R. L. Jacques Over- 
feldt & Cie. (importer, exporter, com- 
mission merchant), 3A rue des Vieux 
Remparts, Courtrai, offers to export 
direct or through agent a general line 
of hardware. 


Japan—Midland Agencies (exporter, 
manufacturer, and commission mer- 
chant), 2651 Irie-Omagari, Shimizu, 
Shizuoka-ken, offers to export direct 
each month 300 gross of first-class 6- 
feet long wooden folding rules with 
metal joints, 2 dozen to a’ carton and 
6 gross to an export case. Price per 
gross f.o.b. Shimizu available.* 


Household Goods: 

Japan—Midland Agencies (exporter, 
manufacturer, and commission mer- 
chant), 2651 Irie-Omagari, Shimizu, 
Shizuoka-ken, offers to export direct 
each month 1,500 dozen cherry wood 
salad’ bowls (6”x2”) and 1,000 dozen 
first quality cherry wood and nickel- 
plated pepper mill and salt shaker sets. 
Inspection made by Japanese Govern- 
ment for finish, moisture, and defects. 
Price quotation per dozen f.o.b. Shimizu 
available.* 


Laboratory Equipment: 


England—The Longworth Scientific 
Instrument Co. Ltd. (manufacturer of 
medical and scientific apparatus), 
Thames Street, Abingdon, Berkshire, of- 
fers to export direct bench microscope 
lamps. Illustrated literature available.* 


Machinery: 


England—Airnesco Products Limited 
(manufacturer), Knight Road, Strood, 
Kent, offers to export direct patented 
percussion air lances for removal of 
dust and clinker from boilers, condenser 
tubes, and machinery. Illustrated litera- 
ture available.* 

Medical Supplies: 

Norway — Formstoff Handelsselskap 
Hans Nilsen Hauge (importer, exporter, 
and sales agent), 3 Kristian Augustsgate, 
Oslo, offers to export direct or through 
agent a reportedly new type of bandage 
material, known as MEDIFORM, 
of polyvinylchloride, specially com- 
pounded and said to be absolutely non- 
peisonous. Specifications: 14 and 2.8 
millimeters thick and 10, 20, and 30 
centimeters wide, all material in length 
of 1 meter. Inspection available by the 
“Studieselskapet for Norsk Industri” 
(Research Institute for Norwegian In- 
dustry), 53c Munkedamsveien, Oslo, 
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Price information and illustrated litera- 
ture available.* 


Metal Products: 


Belgium—S. P. R. L. Jacques Over- 
feldt & Cie. (importer, exporter, com- 
mission merchant), 3A rue des Vieux 
Remparts, Courtrai, offers to export di- 
rect or through agent constructional 
steel, including flat, round, and deformed 
steel merchant bars, plain and corru- 
gated sheeting, and wire (nail, barbed, 
and plain). 


England—Aryn Drawing Mills Ltd. 
(manufacturer), 2-20 Pancras Street, 
Tottenham Court Road, London, W.C. 1, 
offers to export direct solid drawn cop- 
per and brass tubes 1/8 inch to 1 inch in 
diameter, 


Millinery Accessories: 


England—The Rex Gem Co. Ltd. 
(manufacturer), 34-35 D’Arblay Street, 
London, W.1, offers to export direct or 
through agent hat pins in pearl, metal, 
or plastic. 


Notions: 


Wales—Mona Industries (distribu- 
tor), Mona Airfield, Mona, Hdlyhead, 
Anglesey, offers to export direct high 
grade decorative plastic stocking dry- 
ers. Illustrated leaflet available.* 


Paper Products: 


France—Arts Chimiques Nancy (Ste. 
Gen. des Arts Chiméques & Ste Indus- 
trielles des d’Applications Scient. Reu- 
nies), 70 Rue Isabey, Nancy, M. and M., 
offers to export direct or through agent 
filter paper used in making chemical 
analyses. Inspection available in Nancy 
by buyer’s representative at buyer’s ex- 
pense. Correspondence in French pre- 
ferred. 


Norway—A/S Tento (manufacturer), 
17 Raadhusgaten, Oslo, offers to export 
direct each month approximately 20,000 
rolls of good quality washable wall- 
paper, each roll 7 yards long by 27% 
inches wide; special designs made for 
U. S. buyers. Official inspection not 
available in Norway. Price information 
available.* 


Parimutuel Equipment: 


England—Setright Registers Limited 
(manufacturer), Claremont Works, 27- 
31 Claremont Road, Walthamstow, Lon- 
don, E. 17, offers to export direct elec- 
trically operated and fully automatic 
totalisators. Illustrated booklet availa- 
ble.* 


Photography: 

England—Stereoscopic Photography 
(commercial photographer), 4 Maryle- 
bone Mews, New Cavendish Street, Lon- 
don, W.1, offers to export direct or 
through agent stereoscopic photographs 
of scenes and events in Great Britain 
and Kodachrome 35 mm. film. slides 
taken with a Stereo-Realist camera. 


Refrigeration Equipment: 


England—<Aero Pipe and Glass Com- 
pany Limited (manufacturer), APG 


House, Harlesden Road, Willesden 
Green, London, N.W. 10, offers to ex- 
port direct popsicle freezer units, suita- 
ble for stores, clubs, and restaurants. 
Illustrated literature available.* 


England—tTransglobal Agencies (man- 
ufacturer’s export agent), Launceston, 
Cornwall, offers to export direct each 
month 1,000 “Ice King” ice cream mak- 
ers for use in the home. Price informa- 
tion and illustrated leaflet available.* 


Rubber Products: 


Germany—Anton H. Schierenbeck 
(exporter), 26 Luermanstrasse, Bremen, 
offers to export direct or through 
regional agents in the eastern, mid- 
western, western, and southern areas 
rubber items, such as dolls, toys, balls, 
balloons, tires and tubes for bicycles, 
hygienic goods, and rubber impregnated 
cloths. 


Silkk (Raw): 


Japan—Igarashi Trading Co. (export 
merchant), No. 57, 5-chome, Kitanaka- 
dori, Naka-ku, Yokohama, offers to ex- 
port direct annually 6,000 132-pound 
bales of 21-denier raw silk, quality ac- 
cording to U. S. standard grades. 

Sporting Goods: 

Wales—Mona Industries (distribu- 
tor), Mona Airfield, Holyhead, Anglesey, 
offers to export direct high grade fish- 


ing rod rings. Illustrated leaflet avail- 
able.* 


Toys: 

Japan—Midland Agencies (exporter, 
manufacturer, and commission mer- 
chant), 2651 Irie-Omagari, Shimizu, 
Shizuoka-ken, offers to export direct 
each month 1,200 dozen high quality toy 
covered wagons and wooden coaches 


with horses. Price quotation f.o.b. Shi- 
mizu available.* 
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Electrical Equipment: 


Canada—Canadian Distributing Com- 
pany (distributor), 119 West Pender 
Street, Vancouver 3, B. C., wishes to 
purchase direct electrical fittings, in- 
cluding plastic covered copper wire, 
clamp connectors and couplings, 4-inch 
shallow boxes and fittings, utility switch 
boxes (standard size), wire mold, %- 
inch thin-wall conduits, %-inch to 1- 
inch rigid conduits, and standard BX 
cables, 


Fats and Oils: 

Persian Gulf—H. M. Maskati & 
Brothers (importer, distributor, and 
manufacturer), P. O. Box No. 24, 


Bahrain, wishes to purchase direct or 
obtain agency for edible fats and oils. 
(Official U. S. International Postal 
Guide lists a British Postal Agency at 
Bahrain, in the Persian Gulf.) 
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Floor Coverings: 


Switzerland—Wyler & Co. (whole- 
saler, importer), 30 Casinostrasse, 
Aarau, wishes to purchase direct carpets 
and rugs. Firm requests samples and 
prices before specifying needs. 


Foodstuffs: 


Persian Gulf—H. M. Maskati & 
Brothers (importer, distributor, and 
manufacturer’s representative), P. O. 
Box No. 24, Bahrain, wishes to purchase 
direct or obtain agency for grains, flour, 
and canned fruits and juices. 

(Official U. S. International Postal 
Guide lists a British Postal Agency at 


-Bahrain, in the Persian Gulf.) 


Furs (Imitation): 

France—Etablissements Jahiel et Cie. 
(manufacturer of fur jackets and coats; 
importer of raw skins), 6 Cite Paradis, 
Paris wishes to purchase direct or ob- 
tain exclusive agency for the sale in 
France of imitation furs. 


General Merchandise: 


Persian Gulf—H. M. Maskati & 
Brothers (importer, distributor, and 
manufacturer’s representative), P. O. 
Box No. 24, Bahrain, wishes to purchase 
direct or obtain agency for general 
merchandise. 

(Official U. S. International Postal 
Guide lists a British Postal Agency ‘at 
Bahrain, in the Persian Gulf.) 


Refrigerators: 


Persian Gulf—H. M. Maskati & 
Brothers (importer, distributor, and 
manufacturer’s representative), P. O, 
Box No. 24, Bahrain, wishes to purchase 
direct or obtain agency for electric re- 
frigerators. 

(Official U. S. International Postal 
Guide lists a British Postal Agency at 
Bahrain, in the Persian Gulf.) ~ 


Seeds: 


Germany—Johannes Krohn (profes- 
sional gardener), Iserbrook-Hamburg, 
wishes to purchase direct 30 kilograms 
of-Douglas fir seeds, packed in jute or 
linen bags, quality according to U. S. 


germinating capacity certificate. 


Textiles: 


Switzerland—Wyler & Co. (wholesale 
importer), 30 Casinostrasse, Aarau, 
wishes to purchase direct rayon gabar- 
dine and synthetic fiber cloth, such as 
nylon, dacron, and orlon. Firm requests 
samples of synthetic materials and 
prices before specifying needs. 
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Construction Equipment: A 

Belgium—S. P. R. L. Jacques Over- 
feldt & Cie, (importer, exporter, com- 
Mission merchant), 3A rue des Vieux 
Remparts, Courtrai, wishes togobtain 
agency for dockyard, building, and road 
equipment, such as cranes, 


April 20, 1953 





Drugs: 

Germany—C. L. Meyer & Sohn (im- 
port agent and broker), Brandstwiete 
58, Hamburg 11, wishes to obtain agency 
for crude or basic intermediate forms 


of drugs, suitable for manufacturing 
cosmetics and pharmaceuticals. 


Essential Oils: 


Germany—C. L. Meyer & Sohn (im- 
port agent and broker), Brandstwiete 
58, Hamburg 11, wishes to obtain agency 
for essential oils. 


Foodstuffs: 


Belgium—S. P. R. L. “Jantjes Fruit” 
(importer, exporter, wholesaler), 42 
Marche du Vendredi, Ghent, wishes to 
obtain agency for citrus and exotic 
fruits and vegetables. 

Venezuela—Empresa Anauco C. A. 
(agent), Salvador de Leon a Socarras 
38, (P.O. Box 2442), Caracas, wishes 
to obtain agency for Great Northern 
white beans, big lima beans, red kidney 
beans, chick peas, lentils, and green 
and yellow peas. 


Tools: 


Australia—Nelson & Company Pty. 
Limited (manufacturer’s agent), 352 


Kent Street, Sydney, wishes to obtain 
agency for high-class tradesmen’s tools 
or items for machinery and hardware 
trade. 


Yarns: 


Canada—Canadian Textile Agencies 
(manufacturer’s agent), P.O. Box 963, 
Station B, Montreal, P.Q., wishes to ob- 
tain agency for cotton yarns, suitable 
for the knitting and weavirtg trades. 
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Germany—Hugo Ibing and Paul 
Loeser, representing Hugo Ibing, 4 
Reitzensteinstrasse, Recklinghausen, are 
interested in obtaining licenses for the 
production in Germany of by-products 
from coke, coal, and oil, and request 
technical information on the produc- 
tion of coal and oil by-products. Sched- 
uled to arrive April 8, via New York, 
for a visit of 3 weeks. U. S. address: 
Hotel Commodore, Lexington Avenue 
and 42nd Street, New York, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: New York, Chicago, Pittsburgh, 
and Los Angeles. . 

Germany—Franz Josef von Wiesner, 
representing Franz Josef von Wiesner 
& Co. 0.H.G., 29 Bahnhofstrasse, Wies- 
baden, is interested in selling German 
patents to U. S. firms, as well as ne- 
gotiating licensing agreements. Sched- 
uled to arrive April 20, via New York, 
for a visit of 2 to 3 weeks. U. S. address: 
c/o Herr Opfermann, Economic Sec- 
tion, German Consulate General, 745 
Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. Itiner- 
ary: New York and Philadelphia. 
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Japan—Norboru Hamashima, repre- 
senting Nippon Kogaki Kabushiki Ka- 
isha (Japan Optical Co. Ltd.), (export- 
er, wholesaler, manufacturer), 5447 Oi 
Morimae-cho, Shinagaw-ku, Tokyo, is 
interested in surveying market for opti- 
cal preducts. Scheduled to arrive April 
12, via Seattle, for a visit of 25 days. 
U. S. address: c/o O. G. ‘Heinemann, 
Inc., 126 West 32nd Street, New York, 
1, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, and Los Angeles. 


Japan—Makoto Hashii, representing 
Tokyo Keiki Seizosho Co., Ltd. (Tokyo 
Precision Instrument Co., Ltd.), (im- 
porter, retailer, exporter, wholesaler, * 
and manufacturer), 31, 4-chome, Higas- 
hi-Kamata, Ota-ku, Tokyo, is interest- 
ed in the manufacture, export, and im- 
port of marine, aviation, and industrial 
machinery, instruments and equipment, 
and possibly in negotiating technologi- 
cal agreements. Scheduled to arrive 
April 3, via Seattle, for a visit of 40 
days. U. S. address: c/o Mr. J. W. 
Rinschler, Marine Sales Dept., Sperry 
Gyroscope Company, Great Neck, Long 
Island, New York. Itinerary: Seattle, 
New Yé@rk, Washington, Baltimore, Ro- 
chester (N. Y.), Detroit, Minneapolis, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, and San Fran- 
cisco. 


Japan—Tadakatsu Oma and Nobuyo- 
shi Kondo, representing Jujo Paper 
Manufacturing Co. Ltd., 4 Ginza-Higa- 
shi 3-chome, Chuo-ku, Tekyo, are inter- 
ested in visiting U. S. pulp and paper 
mills and request technical information 
on the manufacture of newsprint with 
kraft pulping method and semi-chemical 
pulping. Scheduled to arrive April 9, 
via Seattle, for a visit of 3 months. U. S. 
address: c/o C. T. Takahashi & Co., 
216 3rd Street, Seattle, Washington. 
Itinerary: Washington, Oregon, New 
York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indi- 
ana, Virginia, Georgia, Florida, Ala- 
bama, Texas, Wisconsin, and Michigan. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

New Zealand—Trevor Lemuel 
Hawkes, representing William Cable 
Holdings Limited (importer, wholesaler, 
manufacturer, sales agent), 168 The 
Terrace, Wellington, is interested in 
transportation equipment, motor trucks 
and trailers, industrial crawler tractors 
and allied equipment, excavators, and 
logging equipment. Scheduled to arrive 
early in May, via New York, for a visit 
of 4 to 5 weeks. U. S, address: c/o 
Allis Chalmers Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Export Tractor Division, Milwau- 
kee 1, Wisconsin. Itinerary: New York, 
Washington (D. C.), Detroit, Chicago, 
Springfield (1ll.), Los Angeles, San 


Francisco, Portland (Oreg.), and Se- © 


attle. 

New Zealand—Wm. J. Parlour and 
R. R. Atkinson, representing Wm. J. 
Parlour Limited (electrical engineer 
and merchant), 161 Albert Street, Auck- 
land, are interested in generating equip- 
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ment (diesel driven automatic), sewage 
disposal equipment, and water pumps, 
and seek technical information on in- 
dustrial application electronic controls. 
Scheduled to arrive April 16, via San 
Francisco, for a visit of 3 weeks, U. S. 
address: c/o First Crocker National 
Bank of San Francisco, Post and Mont- 
gomery Streets, San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia, and c/o Commander A. C. 
Bushey, 306 West Franklin Street, Bal- 
timore, Md. Itinerary: San Francisco, 


Los Angeles, Chicago, New York, and. 


Baltimore. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Peru—Jose Olcese, representing Es- 
tablecimientos Jose Olcese, S.A. (im- 
porter, retailer, wholesaler, and sales 
agent), Cuzco 148, 3er piso, Lima, is 
interested in purchasing and represent- 
ing U. S. packers of food products, and 
requests information about super mar- 
kets. Scheduled to arrive April 5, via 
Miami, for a visit of 1 month. U. S. 
address: c/o Consulate General of 
Peru, 10 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Baltimore, 
Chicago, San Francisco, and Huston. 


Peru—Dr. Manuel V. Vergara (den- 
tist), Plaza San Martin 117, Lima, is 
interested in dental materials and equip- 
ment and requests technical informa- 
tion on dental and ocular prosthesis. 
Scheduled to arrive during April, via 
Miami, for a visit of 2 or 3 months. 
U. S. address: 80-30 Broadway, Elm- 
hurst, Long Island, New York. Itin- 
erary: Washington and New York. 

Spain—Hermenegildo Mugica, repre- 
senting Angel Mugica; 5 Calle Elcano, 
Bilbao, is interested in importing auto- 
mobiles, trucks, and accessories. Sched- 
uled to arrive April 12, via New York, 
for a visit of 30 to 60 days. U. S. ad- 
dress: Hotel Ambassador, Park Avenue 
and 5lst Street, New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: Washington and Detroit. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Switzerland—Jurg Hasler, represent- 
ing Hasler & Co. (importer, retailer, 
wholesaler), 70 Marktgasse, Winterthur, 
is interested in hardware, tools, and 
household and kitchen goods. Sched- 
uled to arrive April 21, via New York, 
for a visit of 6 months. U. S. address: 
c/o Simonds Saw & Steel Co., 11 Park 
Place, New York 7, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Washington, Baltimore, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Rochester, Boston 
and Great Barrington (Mass.), and 
Hartford and Stamford (Conn.) 


Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 

Union of South Africa—Frank H. 
Bird, representing Osborn Bird (Pty.) 
Limited (importer, retailer, exporter, 
manufacturer), 17 Loveday Street 
South, (P.O. Box 267), Johannesburg, 
is interested in agricultural and pest 
control machinery and requests techni- 
cal information. Scheduled to arrive 
April 6, via New York, for a visit of 
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2 months. U. S. address: c/o V. D. An- 
derson Company, 1935 West 96th Street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. Itinerary: Cleveland, 
Los Angeles, Hudson (Mich.), and Ta- 
tamy (Pa.), 





TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has recently published the 
following trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. The price is 
$1 a list for each country. 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers—Aus- 
tria. _ 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Manufacturers and Install- 
ers—<Austria. 

Alcholic Beverage Importers and 
Dealers—Belgium. 

Architects, Builders, Contractors, and 
Engineers—Portugal. 

Bag and Bagging Importers, Dealers, 
Manufacturers, and Exporters—aAustria. 
Beverage Manufacturers—Ceylon. 

Canneries—Canada. 

Ceramic Manufacturers—Philippines. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Indonesia, 

Coal, Coke, and Fuel Importers and 
Dealers—Japan. 

Cooperage, Crate, and Shook Import- 
ers, Dealers, and Exporters—Norway. 

Cotton, Raw, Importers, Dealers, 
Brokers, and Agents—Canada. 

Curio, Novelty, and Handicraft Man- 
ufacturers and Exporters—New Zea- 
land. 

Department Stores—Paraguay. 

Department Stores—Thailand. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—<Australia. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Ceylon. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Egypt. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Distributors—Luxembourg, 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Paraguay. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—El] Salvador. 

Excavator Manufacturers—Japan. 

Furniture Importers and Dealers— 
Nicaragua. - 

, Hide and Skin Importers, Dealers, 
and Exporters—Tunisia. 

Hospitals—Costa Rica. 

Hospitals—Dominican Republic. 

Hospitals—Netherlands West Indies. 

Hospitals—El Salvador. 

Hospitals—Venezuela. 

Instrument, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—Iran. 

Instrument, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—New Zea- 
land. 

Instrument, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—Paraguay. 


Instrument, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—Philip- 
pines. 

Instrument, Professional and Scien- 
tfic, Importers and Dealers—Switzer- 
land. 

Jewelry Importers and Dealers—Aus- 
tralia. 

Leather Goods Manufacturers and 
Exporters—Philippines. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Luxembourg. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Turkey. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—United Kingdom. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Manufacturers—Greece. 

Mining Companies and Exporters of 
Ores—Indonesia. 

Mining Companies and Exporters of 
Ores—Peru. 

Musical Instrument Importers 
Dealers—Uruguay. 

Paint and Varnish Importers and 
Dealers—Egypt. 

Paint and Varnish Importers and 
Dealers—Nicaragua. 

Paint and Varnish Manufacturers— 
Ecuador. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Indonesia. 

Plastic Material Manufacturers and 
Molders, Laminators, and Fabricators 
of Plastic Products—Ireland. 

Printers, Lithographers, Engravers, 
and Publishers—Dominican Republic, 

Schools and Colleges—Iraq. 

Sewing Machine Importers and Deal- 
ers—Sweden. 

Sewing Machine Importers and Deal- 
ers—Switzerland. 

Textile Industry—Nicaragua. 


and 





Burmese Mission 
(Continued from Page %) 


equivalent to $2 million in the 1952-53 
budget. 

The Government took a forward fiscal 
step in mid-1952 in setting up the Union 
Bank of Burma with currency-issue and 


credit-control functions to replace the . 


monetary powers formerly exercised by 
the Burmese Currency Board in London. 

In the past several years, Burma’s 
foreign-exchange holdings, largely ster- 
ling, have grown substantially because 
of profits derived from the sale of rice 
by the State Agricultural Marketing 
Board and from timber sales by the 
State Timber Board. As of November 
1952, Burma’s foreign reserves consisted 
of an equivalent of $174.1 million in 
sterling and $31.7 million in nonsterling 
reserves. 

The 1952-53 budget (for the period 
October-September) calls for a_ total 
expenditure equivalent to more than 
$200 million, as compared with receipts 
of slightly more than $160 million. 
Approximately 35 percent of the total 
budget®will be for defense. Large sums 
also are set aside for hydroelectric and 
railroad development, 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Photographic Exposition Graz Spring Fair Expects Large 
Foreign Trade Participation 


The 1953 Graz International Spring Trade Fair will be held in Graz, 
the provincial capital of Styria, Austria, April _30-May 10, under the 
auspices of the Grazer Messe G.m.b.H. 

Private firms, commercial organizations, and national governments 
are invited by the fair management to participate. Approximately 1,000 


To Be in San Francisco 


The International Photographic Ex- 
position is scheduled at the Civic Audi- 
torium San Francisco, June 30-July 5, 


°1953. This first showing of a planned 


yearly event is sponsored by the San 
Francisco-Oakland Press Photographers 
Association, a nonprofit organization. 


Foreign governments and accredited 
foreign press photographers are among 
those invited to participate. More than 
47,000 square feet of space is available 
for exhibits. 


The purpose of the exposition is to 
present an all-inclusive showing of the 
latest photographic equipment, products, 
and services offered by manufacturers, 
wholesalers, jobbers, and dealers in the 
photographic industry. 

Exhibits will include outstanding press 
and commercial photography from the 
world over; top amateur photography 
and camera club entries; foreign govern- 
ments’ travel and information bureau 
photo displays; and the newest in pho- 
tographic equipment and products. 

One of the features of the show will 
be a score of realistic settings of varied 
subjects for on-the-spot shooting by 
camera fans. 

Further information concerning this 
event may. be had from International 
Photographic Exposition, 302 The News 


Building, 814 Mission Street, San Fran-— 


cisco 3, California. 


National Automobile Show 
In Montreal Successful 


The National Motor Show held in 
Montreal, February 27-March 8, was an 
outstanding success, according to of- 
ficials of the National Automobile 
Shows, Inc., sponsor of the exhibit in 
collaboration with the Canadian Auto- 
mobile Chamber of Commerce of To- 
ronto, Ontario. The show, held for the 
first time since 1939, was in the newly 
constructed Show Mart on Berri Street. 


Though this is called a national show, 
it is reported that the sponsors agreed 
to allow several U. S. companies which 
Maintain distributing offices only in 
Canada to take part. 

More than 153,000 paying visitors 
Viewed some 200 different models, 
valued at $500,000, displayed by Cana- 
dian and U. S. automobile manufac- 
turers and distributors. It is reported 
that about 700 new automobiles were 
sold during the show. 

Further information may be obtained 
from the Commercial Counselor, Cana- 
dian Embassy, 1746 Massachusetts Ave- 
nue, NW., Washington, D. C., or from 
the Canadian Trade Commissioners in 
Boston, Chicago, Detroit, New Orleans, 
New York, and San Francisco. 
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exhibitors are expected for the spring 
event, of whom some 480 are foreign 
exhibitors or representatives of foreign 
firms from Germany, France, the United 
Kingdom, Switzerland, Italy, Yugoslavia, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, Spain, French 
Morocco, Pakistan, Turkey, and the 
United States. 

Exhibits of capital and consumer 
goods will feature, among other items: 
Machine tools, agricultural machinery, 
textile machinery, building materials, 
metal and woodworking machinery, opti- 
cal equipment, leather products, glass- 
ware, jewelry, rubber products, elec- 


Chicago Schedules 


Restaurant Show 


The Thirty-fourth Annual National 
Restaurant Association Convention and 
Exposition, generally known in the trade 
as the Annual National Restaurant 
Show, is~scheduled May 11-15, 1953, at 
Navy Pier, Chicago. 

This show, sponsored by the National 
Restaurant Association, 8 South Michi- 
gan Avenue, Chicago, has been held an- 
nually, except for 1943, for the past 35 
years. 

The purpose of this show is to present 
both old and new developments in food 
and equipment that affect restaurant 
operations. Exhibitors, including foreign, 
must be in the food service business or 
in some allied industry serving the 
restaurant group. Exhibitors and visi- 
tors include leading restaurant operators 
and managers, school lunchroom man- 
agers, hotel food-managers, cafeteria 
operators, dieticians, industrial caterers, 
fountain managers, inflight food service 
operators, and college dining hall man- 
agers. 

At the 1952 event visitor registration 
exceeded 20,000 persons, including those 
from Mexico, Canada, Cuba, and Eng- 
land. Although no foreign exhibitors 
participated, there were several exhibits 
by U. S. representatives of foreign man- 
ufacturers. 

Exhibitors are reported to find the 
restaurant show one of their best selling 
mediums, Special days are set aside for 
restaurant equipment jobbers and food 
wholesalers for contact purposes. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from the National 
Restaurant Association, 8 South Michi- 
gan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, 








trical appliances, wines, foodstuffs, tex- 
tiles, footwear, and wood products. 

A new American cement spraying ma- 
chine licensed for production in Europe 
will be featured for the first time in 
Austria. A new electromagnetic uni- 
versal hammer for stone masonry work; 
and a multipurpose stone processing 
machine, having a flexible shaft for 
grinding and polishing stone surfaces 
and for cutting artificial stone plates, 
will be among the special displays of 
building machines. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from the Grazer 
Messe G.m.b.H., Conrad von Hoetzendorf 
Strasse 67, Graz, Austria; from the 
Austrian Foreign Trade Delegate, 25 
Broad Street, New York 4, N. Y.; or 
Austrian State Tourist Department, 823 
SW 17th Avenue, Portland, Oreg. 


An article on this event was published 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, March 9, 
1953, page 15. 

The Graz Fair is a biannual event. 
The 1953 Fall Fair is scheduled Septem- 
ber 26-October 4. 





Foreign Buyers Invited to 


Netherlands Fashion Week 


The Spring Show, Fashion Week, in 
Amsterdam, has been set for May 15-23, 
1953, by the Netherlands Economic Un- 
ion of the Wearing Apparel Industry, 
the N.E.V.E.C. Dates of the fall fair 
in November are not yet determined. 

Fashion Week is a biannual event 
presented fall and spring for the past 
5 years, to give foreign buyers an over- 
all idea of past accomplishments and 
future market prospects of the Nether- 
lands clothing industry. 

The 1952 Fall Fashion Week was re- 
ported successful, and many foreign 
buyers expressed the opinion that the 
collection shown surpassed those of 
past years, both in quality and style. 
According to trade sources, many for- 
eign orders were placed, mostly by 
Belgian, Norwegian, Danish, German, 
and Swedish buyers. 

The 45 participating firms presented 
a large collection of coats, suits, sports- 
wear, raincoats, and dresses, 

The crisis in the wearing apparel 
industry was reported to be past, and 
after the fall show Netherlands man- 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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Latin American Exchange Rates 


NOTE: Averages are based on selling rates, in units of foreign currency per dollar, with the following exceptions: The 
peso of the Dominican Republic, the Guatemalan quetzal, the Panamanian balboa, and the Cuban peso are linked to the 
dollar at 1 to 1; the Haitian gourde is fixed at 5 gourdes to a dollar. 




























































































Average rate Latest available quotations 
eee quid “2 giao 1950 1951 1958 Approvimate Date 
(annual) (annual) Nov. Rate cae a 1953 
Argentina....; Peso...............| Basic. 7.50 7.50 7.50 7.50 $0.1333 Feb. 28 
Preferential 15.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 -2000 Do. 
0 114.04 14.21 13.98 13.96 .O716 Do. 
Bolivia..........| Boliviano...... a aE 760.60 60.60 60.60 60.60 -0165 Jan. 16 
OE FO aie deccetrcene *101.00 101.00 101.00 101.00 -0099 Do. 
Special. *130.00 130.00 130.00 -0077 Do. 
Special #190.00 190.00 190.00 -0053 Do. 
Curb. 161.50 5192.00 * 360.00 385.00 -0026 Do. 
Brazil.............| Cruzeiro........| Official 18.72 18.72 18.72 18.72 .0534 Mar. 26 
gel 2 ES SESS Ee ene aan meOnac ee ae 48.00 .0208 Do. 
RE EE ERS ane 31.10 31.10 31.10 31.10 .0322 Feb. 28 
Banking market................ 43.10 43.10 43.10 43.10 .0232 Do. 
Provisional commercial. 60.10 60.10 60.10 60.10 .0166 Do. 
Special commercial......... T 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00 .0200 Do. 
Free market (curb)........ 91.04 86.14 132.81 135.50 .0074 Do. 
Colombia......} P@0.........0-..| Bank of Republic *.......... 7 a ae a eo a a ee. ee 
Basic * VES “Ease rss e 2.51 2.51 2.51 .3984 Mar. 31 
Costa Rica. | Colon.............) Controlled... 5.87 5.67 5.67 5.67 .1764 Do. 
Uncontrolled... 8.77 7.70 6.65 6.65 .1504 Do. 
Ecuador........| SuCre...........| Central Bank (official) 913.50 15.15 15.15 15.15 .0660 Feb. 28 
Free.. 18.36 17.82 17.50 17.40 .0575 Do. 
Honduras.....| Lempira........| Official 1 2.02 2.02 2.02 2.02 »4950 Mar. 31 
Mexico........... PeS0........0004 Free... 8.65 8.65 8.65 8.65 1156 Do. 
Nicaragua....| Cordoba........) Official 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 -2000 Feb. 28 
Basic 47.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 .1429 Do. 
Curb 6.92 7.08 7.32 7.50 .1333 Do. 
Paraguay...) Guarani......... Official *. Sains 15.00 15.00 0667 Do. 
free .. Ee Riis ry 28. 98 49.00 58.00 .0172 Do. 
Peru Sol Exchange certificate.. ieeipiie 14.85 15.08 15.53 15.90 .0629 Do. 
Free....... 15.54 15.22 15.58 15.97 .0626 Do. 
Salvador.......j| Colom. .........- Free....... 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 .4000 Mary 31 
Uruguay... | PSO.....c0csever TE *" 1.90 1.90 1.90 1.90 .5263 Feb. 28 
Commercial free................ 2.45 2.45 2.45 2.45 4082 Do. 
Uncontrolled-nontrade... 2.61 2.24 2.73 2.77 .3610 Do. 
Venezuela.....| Bolivar...... || | ene 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 -2985 Mar. 31 
Free....... 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 -2985 Do. 


























4 September-December. 
August 28; 1950. 


* April-December. 
8, 1950. 


Rate established 


Rate established April 


* March-December. Rate established Feb- 
ruary 25, 1950. 


*December only. Special rates, first de- 
veloped as implicit rates in barter trans- 
actions or in permitted transactions 
financed with ‘own exchange,’ given 
official recognition toward the close of 
1961. 


» Average based on month-end quotations 
during 1951. 


*New legal free exchange market effec- 
tive February 21, 1953. 


™ August-December. Rate established July 
25, 1950. 

’See explanatory notes, Foreign Com- 
merce Weekiy, Sept. 15, 1952. Bank of 
Republic selling rate abolished and new 
basic rate established March 20, 1951. 


* January-November. New rate (15.15) 
established December 1, 1950. 


” July-December. Selling rate in effect 
throughout country since July 1, 1950. 

1% November-December. Rate established 
November 9, 50. 

"New exchange rate structure = estab- 
lished August 1, 1952. See explanatory 
notes, F. C. W., Sept. 15, 1952. 

% March-December average 
month-end quotations. 


* Bolivian curb rate as of November 28, 
52 


based on 


(For explanation of rates, see notes in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Sept. 15, 1952.) 





Foreign Buyers Invited 
(Continued from Page 25) 


ufacturers were producing at full ca- 
pacity to fill orders received as a result 
of fashion week and the domestic orders 
that were being placed. 


Further information concerning this 
event may be had from the Netherlands 
Economisch Verbond Van de Confectie 
Industrie, Amsterdam, Netherlands; 
from W. P. Hasselman, Chief Trade 
Commissioner, Netherlands Trade Com- 
mission, 41 East 42nd Street, New York 
17, N. Y., or from the Netherlands Em- 
bassy, 1740 Euclid Street, NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 
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Rand Easter Show Features 
South African Industries 


The 1953 Rand Easter Show, an in- 
dustrial and agricultural fair, held at 
Milner Park, Johannesburg, March 25- 
April 6, reportedly exhibited £2,000,000 
worth of pedigreed livestock, agricul- 
tural produce, and industrial products. 
A feature of the show was an extensive 


cross section of the industrial production 
of the Union, of South Africa. 


The show, held in the spring of each 
year, averages 400,000 visitors, 

The 1952 show had foreign buyers 
from the Rhodesias, Kenya, Nigeria, 


the Belgian Congo, Madagascar, India, 
the West Indies, and transacted busi- 
ness estimated at £500,000 (£1—US- 
$2.80). ¢ 

The industrial section at the 1952 
show, covering 10 acres, had exhibits 
valued at £1,000,000. 

Exhibits of agricultural equipment 
and machinery, earth-moving equipment, 
and machine tools were impressive. 
Oversea firms, including American, Bri- 
tish, French, Italian, and German com- 
panies were well represénted. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from the Witwater- 
srand Agricultural Society, Johannes- 
burg, Union of South Africa. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 


\ 
— > — & © beets 








~~ | Ce tT bet eet be bee 


wm =| @& & TR ee ~~ — £5 Oe 


= ee 


—_— 


Lo a a ee 


—->o wa a 


ss 














DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 








Possible Trade Mark 


Infringements in 








West Germany 


Notice of applications for registration 
of the following trade-marks appeared 
in the January 31, February 14, and 
February 28 issues of the Warenzeichen- 
blatt, official publication of the German 
Patent Office. Those here listed are 
suspected of infringing on identical or 
similar United States trade-marks. Op- 
position should be filed within 3 months 
of the date of the above publication. 

The trade-marks, applicants, classes 
of goods, and applicable publication 
dates are as follows: 

Star—Eau de Cologne- & Parfuem- 
erie-Fabrik Glockengasse No. 4711 


ygegenueber der Pferdepost von Ferd. 


Muelhans, Koeln/Rhein: Perfumery; 
cosmetics; essential oils; soap; washing 
and bleaching preparations; starch; blu- 
ing; spot removers; rust preventives; 
cleaners and _ polishes, except for 
leather; grinders (Jan. 31). . 

Imperial—Falter-Fahrrad-Werke, M. 
& L. Tallardt, Bielefeld, Kueglerstrasse 
3: Bicycles: bicycle parts; children’s 
vehicles; motor bicycles; motorcycles; 
motor vehicles (Feb. 14). 

Waxit—O-Cedar Gesellschaft, Fritz 
Naumann & Sohn, Berlin N 65, Tegeler 
Strasse 6: Lacquers; corrosives; adhe- 
sives and glue; waxes; leather polishes 
and preservatives; spot removers; rust 
preventives; cleaners and _ polishes; 
grinders (Feb. 14). 

Saturn—Chr. Beck & Soehne Werk- 
Sstaetten fuer Feinmechanik und Optik 
K. G., Kassel, Wilh. Allee: Prismatic 
binoculars; theatre glasses (Feb. 14). 

Monarch—Hans Keller, Ascheberg 

Westf.), Dieningstr.: Ballpoint pens; 
fountain pen points; ballpoint pen 
cartridges, etc. (Feb. 14). 

Regal—C. Josef Lamy Gm.b.H., 
Heidelberg, Bahnhofstr.: Writing uten- 
sils; fountain pens; ballpoint pens, etc. 
(Feb. 28). 





Cuba Postpones Spanish 
Labeling Requirement 


The Cuban Ministry of Commerce has 
again postponed the requirement that 
imported packaged foodstuffs must be 
labeled in Spanish (see Foreign Com- 
Merce Weekly, Nov. 6, 1950; March 24, 
1952; and Sept. 8, 1952). The post- 
ponement, this time until July 31, 1953, 
was effected by Resolution No. 32, 
published in the Official Gazette of 
March 25, 1953. 

Foodstuffs, the basic ingredient of 
which is not the same as a product of 
Cuban agriculture, are subject to this 
exemption from Spanish labeling. Those 
foodstuffs, the basic ingredient of which 
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Haiti Bids for Foreign Investment, 
Offers Protection Against Risk 


The Haitian Government is conducting a vigorous campaign to 
attract foreign capital investments to promote the industrial develop- 
ment of the country and assures complete protection to investors, 
according to information furnished by Alain Turnier, Commercial 
Counselor of the Haitian Embassy in Washington. 


Initiation of the program of industrial 
development was timed to coincide with 
the signing on April 3, 1953, of an agree- 
ment between the Haitian and U. S. 


Governments for Haitian participation in 
the investment guaranty program spon- 
sored by the Mutual Security Agency. 
This agreement offers to new Ameri- 
can investors in Haiti insurance protec- 
tion against the risk of inability to con- 
vert foreign currency receipts into dol- 
lars and against the risk of loss through 
confiscation or expropriation. 


Two Haitian laws providing incentives 
for economic development, which are 
not well known among potential inves- 
tors in that country, should be consid- 
ered in the light of the new program. 


The first of these, the New Industries 
Law of October 8, 1949, grants entirely 
new industries a 50-percent reduction on 
all taxes, including the income tax, for 
the first year and 20 percent for the 
following 4 years; exemption from cus- 
toms export duties for 5 years; and 
exemption for 5 years from import 
duties on machines, apparatus, and re- 
pair parts; raw materials not produced 
locally; and necessary materials for 
packing and wrapping the manufactured 
articles. 


Duty Exemption Offered 


The second law, issued as a decree on 
August 14, 1950, revised the Haitian 
tariff to provide duty-free treatment for 
a wide variety of materials and equip- 
ment needed to stimulate agriculture 
and industry. 


The new exemptions covered such 
items as tractors and bulldozers, carts 
for sugarcane, steam or motor locomo- 
tives for transporting sisal, agricultural] 
machinery and apparatus, machines for 
manufacturing soap, bricks, cement 
blocks, tiles, textiles, alcohol, chocolate, 
and various other products essential for 
industry, such as chemicals and resins. 


As a further move the Government 
about 2 years ago established the Insti- 
tute for Agricultural and Industrial 
Credit. The initial capitalization of the 
Institute was $1 million, but in: view of 
the great demand for credit and the 





is the same as a product of Cuban agri- 
culture, are not exempted; they must 
bear a label in Spanish, which may be 
affixed subsequent to importation into 
Cuba, 





success of its operations the capital was 
increased after a year to $5 million, 


To provide a sound basis for industrial 
promotion, the Government is making 
significant strides in the development of 
roads, agriculture, and power facilities, 
In this connection a 5-year plan involv- 


ing a public outlay of $40 million has 
been initiated. 


New Dam Planned 


In addition, a $14 million loan has 
been granted Haiti by the Export-Im- 
port Bank for construction of a dam 
to irrigate the potentially rich Artibonite — 
Valley. The U. S. Gevernment, under 
its Point IV program, is collaborating 
closely with the Haitian Government 
in planning for this virtually undevel- 
oped agricultural area. 

Haiti has been especially free of labor 
problems, has a plentiful supply of 


‘workers, and a legal minimum wage of 


US$0.70 a day. 


The Department of National Economy, 
which was reorganized in September 
1951 properly to carry out its growing 
duties as coordinator of the economie 
development programs of Haiti, has pre- 
pared a list of industries for which 
locally produced raw materials are in 
abundant supply and which should bring 
high returns to investors, 

The list is as follows: 


Leather: glass and window glass: 


salt 
-from sea salt; preserve, jelly, and juice from 


tropical fruits: butter, cheese, condensed and 
powdered milk: paper, newsprint. packing 
aper, and cardboard boxes; fishin weav- 
ng and spinning, using cotton or o er fiber 
to provide textile fabrics and interior decora- 
tions: “eo Seis heels. soles, etc.; mining 


bauxite, copper, | a 
maritime, i “ona fog ort; 


hold and toilet soap; pharmaceutical sao 
ucts from medicinal plants; tical prod 
chemical products; plastics # cellophane: 
limestone; cement, ecarbonie acid; bricks and 
buildi blocks; chocolate; buttons; wax 
vegetable glue; straw hat, rope, and string, 
using or other fiber; cooking oil, salad 
oil, oil and .grease for motors and floors; 
chalk, pencils, toilet wder; wine, beer; 
lumber; and a eat flour mill. 





Sales of prepared fertilizer mixtures 
imported into Panama in the period 
November 1951-October 1952 totaled 
906,042 pounds, compared with 312,000 
pounds imported in the preceding year, 
the largest importer reports. His sales 
in November 1952 alone reached 145,000 
pounds. He anticipates that. they may 


go to 1,800,000 pounds in the calendar 
year 1953. 


27 














DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 








West German N 
LEGISLATIVE IWEWS 


Recent legislative developments in the 
Federal Republic of Germany of signifi- 
cance to traders and potential investors 
are summarized: 


Legislation Promulgated — . 

Ordinance Changing the Price of 
Coal, January 30, 1953.—Increases the 
domestic price of coal by 5 deutsche- 
marks (about $1.19) per ton, except for 
coal used in households, railroads, ship- 
ping, and fishing. 

Ordinance Regarding Prices of Elec- 
tric Power and Gas, January 30, 1953.— 
Eliminates basic ceiling prices on power 
and gas to consumers in trade and agri- 
culture. 

Law of August 26, 1952, Regarding 
the Swiss-German Conventions.—These 
conventions release German assets in 
Switzerland, settle Swiss claims against 
Germany arising out of World War II, 
and extend most-favored-nation treat- 
ment to Swiss nationals with respect 
to the equalization-of-burdens taxes. 


Legislation Pending in Parliament 

Pending before the Lower House of 
Parliament are, among others: 

A Bill Requiring the Federal Govern- 
ment To Make Payment to German Ex- 
porters in the event the Bank Deutscher 
Laender refuses to make such payments 
under bilateral agreements concluded 
with foreign countries, (Exporters to 
Brazil were unable to obtain full pay- 
ment for their export sales in 1952 when 
the Bank Deutscher Laender took ex- 
traordinary measures to reduce the 
deficit owed by Brazil under the trade 
and payments agreement.) 

A Bill To Ratify a Swiss-German Con- 
vention which would reinstate patent 
rights acquired by German nationals in 
Switzerland prior to 1948, which had 
been forfeited under Swiss law. 

A Bill Amending the Patent Laws so 








U.S., West Germany 
Plan Tax Treaty 


Preliminary talks have been 
held in Bonn on preparation of a 
treaty between the United States 
and the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many for the avoidance of double 
taxation. 

It was agreed that a German 
delegation would visit the United* 
States in the near future to work 
out a draft agreement. 











as to reenact provisions on the secrecy 
of certain inventions, to authorize the 
Federal Government to utilize inven- 
tions in the interest of security, and to 
amend the law on registered designs. 

A Bill Prohibiting Restraints of 
Trade, but providing for certain excep- 
tions. 


Legislation Under Cabinet Consideration 


The Cabinet is considering bills which 
would amend the present law granting 
tax privileges for exports; repeal legis- 
lation preventing free competition be- 
tween cooperatives and retail trade; re- 
duce the excise tax on tea; and reduce 
the excise tax on coffee. The latter bill 
was disapproved by the Upper House 
of Parliament. 

The Cabinet is also considering a bill 
which would decrease income tax rates 
by about 15 percent, grant additional 
exemptions from taxable income, and 
reduce the rate on profits distributed 
as dividends from the normal corpora- 
tion tax rate of 60 percent to a special 
rate of 40 percent. This bill also elimi- 
nates certain existing tax privileges and 
benefits, and provides that the Federal 
Government’s share of total income and 
corporation tax revenues will be in- 
creased from 37 to 40 _ percent.— 
HICOG, Feb. 20, 1953. 





National Maritime Day, May 22. 


Colombia Modifies Its 


Enterprise Control 


The extent of the Colombian Govern- 
ment’s representation on the board of 
directors of certain enterprises will in 
the future be determined in each case 
at the time of negotiation of a Govern- 
ment-guaranteed loan to the enterprise. 
The types of enterprises affected are 
those financed by loans, either domestic 
or foreign, guaranteed by the National 
Government. 

This new legislation was formalized 
by decree-law No. 654 of March 12, 
and modifies decree-law No. 53 of Jan- 
uary 14, 1953, which provided that the 
National Government would maintain 
control over enterprises in this cate- 
gory through a majority membership 
on the board of directors (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Mar. 9, 1953, p. 6). 

The new decree-law also authorizes a 
bond issue of up to 40,000,000 pesos 
for purposes of obtaining additional 
working capital for the National Steel 
Co. ¢Paz de Rio).—Emb., Bogota. 
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